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(From Our Special Correspondent) 
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But In democracies things do not remain 
apolitical for long. One reason of this 
transmutation is structural. Sooner or later non- 
polltlcal decisions come to Influence politics and 
politics begins to Influence non-polltical 
decisions because action invoives institutions and 
institutionai action invoives iaw of the state and 
the institututions of the state. 



Prof. Darshan Singh 


T he Niya-yatra of Prof. 
Darshan Singh may well 
prove to be a turning 
point in the troubled history of 
Punjab the premier state of the 
Union of India now bedevilled 
by violence and political 
instability. He has made it 
amply clear to all concerned 
that he is not going to Delhi as 
Jathedar Akal Takht. He has 
issued more than two press 
(f Jtatements making it clear that 
he is proceeding to Delhi as a 
man of religion along with other 
men of religion interested in the 
restoration of normalacy in the 
Punjab. He has kept his 
platform open to the ministers 
of other religions so long as 
they share the concern 
common to the Niya-Yatris. 

Prof. Darshan Singh has also 
made it clear that his mission is 
not political. It pertains to the 
civil liberties of the people who 
are being denied human rights- 
acknowledged the word over as 
declaration of Human Rights by 
the UN. India is a signatory to 
this declaration but the record 
of the government of India in 
this regard is under a dark 
cloud. The Amnesty Inter- 
national report 1987 makes it 
amply clear that human rights 
violation in India has increased 
in the 1980s. 

Whatever the band-wago- 
neers and politicians around. 
Prof. Darshan Singh may assert 
he himself has made It clear that 
he Is on a humanitarian 
mission. He has resigned as 
Acting Jathedar of Sri Akal 
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Takht, and he Is not marching to 
Delhi for political wheeling- 
dealing. 

These praisworthy dimen- 
sions of his Niya-Yatra provide 
an acute edge to his efforts. 
Because of ,this edge suport 
from diverse formations is 
being offered to him and is 
materialising on an inpressive 
scale. 

But In democracies things do 
not remain apolitical for long. 
One reason of this transmuta- 
tion Is structural. Sooner or 
later non-polltical decisions 
come to influence politics and 
politics begins to Influence 
non-polltical decisions because 
action Involves Istltutions and 
Institutional action Involves law 
of the state and the Institutions 
of the state. 

Whatever the achievements 
of the Yatra may be they wili 
issue forth in poiitical 
consequences. This is no 
defect in the design of things, 
this is only a consequences of 
real life connections. 

The Political Dimension 

I n the light of the above 
remark it is unrealistic to 
attempt to draw a perfect 
sanitary • cordon against 
politics. It is rather an 
attestation of honesty to look 
into the political dimension of 
things in a candid and rational 
manner. 

Politically Prof. Darshan 
Singh has consistently stood 
for the unity of Akali legislators 
elected in 1985. This unity 
crashed in April 1986 after the 
police entry into the Golden 
Temple following the declara- 
tion of Khalistan by a bunch of 
people from within the 
complex. Barnala government 
was under oath to act against 
such mischief. When it did so 
the unity of the party crashed 
and an Akali government living 
on the grace of the non-Akali 
legislatures kept up a lame duck 
performance upto May 1987. 

The break down of the ruling 
Akali Party in 1986 was sought 


After 

to be dressed up and presented 
as a divide on principle. If is was 
so their would have been only 
two factions of the Akalis 
namely those for police action 
and those against it. But the 
reality belies such simplistic 
divide. At present we have half a 
dozen factions in addition to 
ultra-Akali formations claiming 
to be spokesmen of the Sikh 
Community. 

The Basic Principle 

S o far as politics is 
concerned, politicians 
follow only one principle 
i.e. power. So long as this 
pursuit of power is contained by 
institutional forms it remains 
functional. Once these forms 
fail to contain the ambition of 
political actors we witness the 
kind of factionalism manifest in 
the contemporary Punjab. The 
bitterness and pervasiveness of 
this factionlism is known to 
Prof. Darshan Singh too well. 
One therefore hopes that he 
sees his relevance in this 
context in the right light. 

The task 

B earing in mind the system 
of Parliamentry Demo- 
cracy it is of utmost 
importance that the ruling party 
should divide its work into 
Parliamentry and Organistional 
segments. The organistional 
wing thrashes out issues at a- 
leisurely peace and gives a 
workable programme of action 
to the Parliamentry wing. In 
Punjab the Akali formation 
failed to do their organisational 
work and thus contributed to 
the demise of the Parliamentry 
wing as well. The work related 
with organisational segments is 
usually a thankless job. As a 
result politician are not very 
keen to do it. The Parliamentry 
side relates to active exercise of 
power. Therefore, it is alluring 
and intoxicating. All the 
politicians are understandably 
anxious to go the Parliamentry 
wing. Consequently, itdevolves 
upon other well meaning 
people to do the chores of the 
organisational work. A per- 
sonality like that ot Prof. 
Darshan Singh was well suited 
for this role. But unfortunately 
he got discourged at the very 
first failure. This is praise 
worthy that he atleast 
attempted it sincerely. 


The constraints 

T his must be realised at the 
present juncture that the 
Union Government may 
not do enough to restore 
normalacy in Punjab, in the first 
place some influentioal 
member of the Union 
Government have developed a 
vested interest in the 
continuation of disturbance in 
Punjab. Secondiy, the Union 
Government-is a prisoner of its 
own past propoganda about the 
Sikhs and Punjab. They find it 
difficult to climb down quickly 
and reverse their policy as 
amanable to the requirements 
of the Union Government as it 
couid have been under a 
Congress Government. As a 
result not many positive steps 
can be expected from the Union 
Government at present. One 
should not forget that any 
settlement about Punjab has to 
be sold to the country as a 
whole. 

First step therefore should be 
to restart democratic processes 
and seif government in Punjab. 
For this the 1985 elections is 
still a valid starting point. 
Approximatley, 28 lakhs of 
voters voted for the present 
legislators. How can the fiat of 
some critics can declare them 
irrelvant at one stroke. Any step 
towards the unity of legislators 
of 1985 will a step towards 
normalacy. 

it is essentiai, however, that 
the youth must aiso get a share 
of power and responsibiiity. 


This can be done by asking 
some of the iegisiators to resign 
and iet the new biood come in 
by eiections. An other method 
and possibiyabetteronecanbe 
to revive the iegisiatlve councii 
and get the new biood to join 
and trust them with ministerial 
and other responsibilities. A 
legislative council even other 
wise can exercise a sobering 
influence In the overheated 
Punjab politics today. 

Success and After. 

L et us fora moment assume 
that the Niva Yatra is 
crowned with complete 
success and the Union 
Government withdraws black 
laws and restors democracy in 
Punjab. In this kind of a 
situation the problem will, for 
some time at ieast, get worse 
because the release of political 
detenus will be projected as the 
release of heroes who have 
sacrificed for the interest of the 
state and the Sikh Panth. The 
state shall have to provide them 
rehabilitation and compensa- 
tion for the suffering. Within the 
resources of the state any quick 
resuits in this regard wiil prove 
an unrealistic expectation. 
Therefore, the crux of the 
problem is the working out of 
rehabilitation and redressal 
scheme for these sufferers. So 
far we have heard little such 
schemes if any. One again 
hopes that some people are 
working on it. If not this is time 
to begin. 
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SOUND AND 
FURY 

Get India out of our soil, out of our country, if you want the people 
to remain free 

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike to President Jayewardene. 
This Indian interlude in Lanka should not become part of black 
pages of that country's history. 

Mr. V.R. Krishna Iyer, 

Sometimes I cannot help thinking why women should at all be born 
in this country 

Mrs Veena Verma, Congress ( I) MP. 
Our Prime Minister is so ignorant that sometimes he himself does 
not understand what he is saying 

Mr. Jyoti Basu 

I am against exposing women. 

Mr. Jagdish Tytler 

The Congress (I) is the most communal party. 

Mr. Alai Behari Vajpayee 
This is not a war of India. It is Rajiv Gandhi’s war. It is 
Jayewardene's war 

Mr. Syed Shahabuddin. 

I have been looking for years for a man who cannot bear the 
thought of separation from his wife and is ready to sit on the 
burning pyre of his wife and reach heaven. 

Atal Behari Vajpayee in the Rajya Sabha, quoted in the Times of India. 
A bachelor like you can afford to ask that question. 

Reply by Margaret Alva to A.B. Vajpayee in the Upper House. 

I had no intention of killing him. I only wanted to insult him. If I had ( 
a broomstick, I would have hit him with it. 

Rohana de Silva, the Sri Lankan naval rating who had hit Rajiv Gandhi at a 
guard of honour ceremony 

Our road is notan easy one, but we have been climbing a mountain 
and now we have moved from shifting sands to firm ground. And 
that is why we will win out. 

Mikhail Gorbachev 

Public will know the names, we will make it public once we get the 
clearance from the investigatin agencies. 

Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister, on the BoforS deal. 
Please wait and watch. The Prime Minister's plan will unfold slowly 
but steadily, gradually but certainly. 

S.S. Ray, Punjab Governor, on the state's problems 
We will go to the 21st century automatically whether we wish it or 
not. But what we will take along with us issatidahaand illiterachy 
among 60 per cent of the people 
Jyoti Basu, West Bengal Chief Minister 

By a single flourish of its (the government’s) pen, we have been 
reduced to being trespassers in our own premises 

Ramnath Goenka 
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The Express Tangle 

Quite some people, among them journalists also, are of the view 
that the express’ tangle is about certain demands in regard to 
bonus and related matters. Nothing could be more amature. 

The plain fact is that the whole thing is political the Indian 
Express provides only the setting and the occasion. This kind of 
situation could have arisen anywhere; only the 'Express’ happens 
to be more prominent then others in leading an attack on the 
government. 

It should not have been necessary to put it this way but for thefact 
that some journalists and a large number of other people have 
allowed themselves to be taken in by all this talk about the breaking 
of the strike, the use of a political party for breaking it and similar 
things. 

Each one of these allegations has some substance and it is no 
use pretending that everything on the part of the Express has been 
above board. Not only that, quite a few other questionable acts by 
the ’Express’ give the feeling that there has been some degree of 
deviousness on its part. One can say much more on the subject and 
yet not be wrong. 

But it is not necessary to say all this for the simple reason that 
what has brought on the situation is the ’offence’ of the 'Express’ in 
being blunt and forthright and ever a crusader: and determination 
on the part of the powers that be to punish it . This is the simple 
truth. Anyone who fails to understand this is only deluding himself. 

It is not odd that those whose job it is to prick the bubble and to 
expose the truth, i.e., thejournalists. haveallowed themselves to be 
aken in by the smokescreen of falsehood. Both by training and | 
outlook a journalist is taught to look behind the scenes. It appears 
that they can do so in respect of others. When it comes totheirown 
case, they are as much blinded by passion, partisanship and even 
self-interest. There seems, to be no other explanation for the 
manner in which the journalists have mijudged the 'express case. 

As these lines are being written, the Editors Guild has been 
seized of the matter for almost a fortnightly. Before these lines 
appear in print, it would have delivered its verdict. The situation is 
somewhat complex from its point of view and perhaps it would not 
be able to deliver a clear and unequivocal verdict. One can 
understand that much. 

But whatever be the final verdict, there is no getting away from 
the fact that the ‘Express’ is being dragged over the coals for 
offences which are committed by almost all other people. There is ■ 
hardly anyone of them who does not violate one rule or the other. 
But none of them is being put it the dock. It is only the ‘Express’ 
which is being asked to explain this, that and everything else. Why 
only the ‘Express’? It is necessary to ask this question. 

It is not for the first time that rules are being invoked to convict 
those who are guilty. The guilty must be punished. This is the law of 
the land and this is the imperative of the policy but this is precisely 
what is not being done in so manyi cases. 

To put an other way, it is selective prosecution this is the source 
of all trouble. The guilty must be punished. Why should law make a 
distination between guilt by one person and another? This is the 
source of all injustice. It is unjust to punish one and wink at the 
offence of the other when both of them are guilty of the some 
offence. One can go further and say that the ruling philosphy of the 
administration today appears to be "We‘11 not hold you guilty of 
anything if you are our our friend. But if you are notour friend, you 
will not be allowed to get away with anything." 

Melodrama in Delhi 

The Commissioner of Police, Delhi, has been sent on forced 
leave. He had applied for leave sometime earlier but it had not been 
granted. Now, it was granted when, according to press reports, he 
was held guilty of a breach of security on the occasion of the visit of 
the Prime Minister of USSR, Whatever be the truth, he was 
reportedly sent for by the Prime Minister, given a dressing down 
and asked to proceed on leave. 

It is not possible to vouch for any one of these details. This is 
what newspapers have written and for all one knows, the reports 
may be wrong or exaggerated. But two questions arise. First, 
was the offence so serious that Prime Minister himself had to 
rebuke him? Could the same job not have been done by the Home 
Minister whose job it was oversee him? Secondly, was *t necessary 
tosend him enforced leave? Would it not have been enough to have 
made the displeasure of the government known to him and leave it 
at that? 

Put in other way. sending him on- forced leave is a case of 
overreaction. To some extent it is the same kind of thing that was 
done when the Foreign Secretary was given marching orders at a 
Press Conference. There may have been a cash to ask him to retire. 
To have done it publicly was to add insult toHnjury. Something of 
the same kind has happened in this case. 

The issue is not whether the Commissioner of Police was 
competent or otherwise. That is irrevellant. The basic issue is the 
proportion between action and reaction even when it is assumed 
that he committed what may be described 9s an offence, was 
anything other then a rebuke in the privacy of the Home Minister’s 
office really called for? 

We all lament that the standards of administrative performance 
are going down. This is a case in point. They are going down 
precisely because we do not uphold the dignity of officials. We 
treat them as minions. This is not right. Indeed this is the surest way 
of destroying good administration. 


Meaning of Delhi March 


T here is an air of expec- 
tancy among Sikh circles 
about the turn the Akali 
politics may take with the 
proposed “march for justice" to 
Delhi by Sikh religious saints 
under the leadership of Prof. 
Darshan Singh Ragi and the 
impending release of Mr. 
Parkash Sinngh Badal, the 
tallest among Akali leaders. 
One is a religious leaderand the 
oter a political leader. Will they 
work in unison or at cross 
purposes? That is the question 
being asked in political circles 
here. 

Chances of their working 
together do not seem to be 
bright, even though the Akali 
Dal believes in the inseparabi- 
lity of religion from politics. The 
question is who will lead the 
Sikhs out of the present crisis? 
The past history of the Akali Dal 
has shown that only that leader 
has led the Akalis who was able 
to control both the Akali dal and 
the Shromani GurdWara 
Prabandhak Committee, The 
leadership of Master Tara Singh 
and Sant Fateh Singh proves 
the point. Both of them were 
thrown overboard once they 
lost control over SGPC. After 
Sant Fateh Singh there has 
been a general decline in Akali 
leadership. Though Mr. 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra was 
elected President of SGPC for 
the fifteenth time in October 
last, he has never been able to 
consolidate his hold over the 
Akali Dal. 

The situation today is in a 
mess. The Akaii Dai is badiy 
fractured and fragmented. The 
massive majority gained by the 
Akaii Dai ;in the 1985 assembiy 
eiections (AD had a majority of 
73 in a house of 117) was soon 
with the formation of a separate 
group by 23 Akaii iegisiators 
after the entry of poiice in the 
Goiden Temple in the Barnala 
regime. The division was 
further accentuated by the 
arrest of Mr. Parkash Singh 
Badal, Mr. G.S. Tohra and Mr. 
SukhJInder Singh. These 
leaders had all along opposed 
the Rajiv-Longowal accord as 
they believed that It was only “a 
piece of paper and will never be 
implemented.” They have been 
proved right. Then came the 
declaration of Khalistan by the 
militants and Intensification of 
their terrorist activitities which 
further divided the Akalis into 
pro-militants and anti-militants. 
But both the pros and antis have 
been proved Irrelevant with the 
gradual seizure of the Golden 
Temple and other Sikh 
gurdwaras by the militants 
which Is now almost complete. 

The Militants 

I t is not that militants 
are united. They too 
are divided. They first 
endorsed Prof. Darshan Singh’s 
appointment as acting Akal 
Takhat jathedar and supported 
him as long as he supported 
their cause. But when the 
jathedar pleaded with them to 
exercise moderation and start a 
dialogue with the Centra, the 
hardlines turned against him 
and finally ’’removed’8 him from 
office. 

Prof Darshan Singh’s role 
since his appointment as acting 


Jathedar of the Akal Takht has 
been unenviable. He has failed 
to moderate the militants. He 
has also failed to unite the 
Akalis. He created the United 
Akali Dal but that too has now 
been divided into Amrinder 
group and Sekhwan group. 
Frustrated with his attemps to 
warn the militants of the 
consequences of sole depen- 
dence of ’goli’ and keep the 
UAD flock together ‘whose 
leaders he now accuses of 
working for their narrow 
political ends), this ‘dove’ 
among ‘hawks’ has now charted 
a new course to salvage the 
Sikh honour and dignity. He 
proposes to lead a "march for 
justice” from Fatehgarh Sahib 
to Delhi of religious leaders of 
all communities if his demands 
are not conceded by the Centre 
by December 2. The procession 
in cars will leave on December4 
and reach Delhi the same 
evening. In Delhi they propose 
to sit in dharna at the Boat Club 
to press the acceptance of their 
demands. 

New Turn 

I s he giving a new turn 
to Sikh politics? He 
himself says that the 
proposed march is a purely 
religious move as there is no 
political move behind it. Is he 
trying to separate religion from 
politics? The answer to that 
may not be known soon but 
from the demands listed in the 
programme, he is surely trying 
to depoliticalise the- issue of 
civil and human rights. The 
demands seek justice against 
’’repression” let loose against 
Sikh youth by the Government, 
for the “liberation of religious 
places, for action against those 
responsible for the November 
1984 killing of Sikhs and the 
release of those in Jodhpur and 
elsewhere. All Sikhs have been 
requested to join the march and 
the dharna. 

I t is not only that 
Prof Darshan Singh wants 
to depoliticalise the civil 
rights Issue, he also wants to 
make the agitation peaceful and 
non-violent. It will be loo early to 
say that the Government Is 
supporting his move but it has 
already made It clear that every 
citizen In a democracy has the 
right to agitate In a peaceful 
manner. The Governor, Mr. 
S.S.Ray, has already declared 
that they would not ban the 
taking out of the procession. 
Indications are that the Central 
government will allow the 
dharna to take place. 

In this connection, it is being 
asked in political circles here 
whether Prof. Darshan Singh is 
trying to upstage both the Akali 
Dais. The Sikh Forum of Delhi 
began a month-long dharna in 
Delhi on November 16 
demanding punishment of 
those responsible for the 1984 
killings and release of Joghpur 
detenus. The Akali Dal (L) too 
staged a dharna in Delhi the 
next day at the Boat Club and 
later presented a memorandurn 
to the President saying that the 
Punjab problem was mainly 
political, though the memoran- 
dum contains all the demands 
being made by Prof Darshan 
Singh. The Sikh Forum has 


K.S. Khosla 

supported Prof Darshan 
Singh’s demandsand so has the 
Janata party, which is sending a 
representative to join the 
march. The United Akali Dal led 
by Capt. Amrinder Singh had 
first announced to launch a civil 
disobedience movember from 
January 26 their demands were 
not accepted but due to 
infighting in the party, its acting 
president, Mr. Ujjagar Singh 
Sekhwan, later cancelled the 
programe. 

Capt. Amrinder told news- 
men at Chandigarh on 
December I that the idea of 
having a march to Delhi was his 
and had in fact written a latter 
about it to Prof Darshan Singh 
on June 19 last. His idea was 
that people should go on foot to 
Delhi but now the plan is to go 
on motor cars and trucks and 
other vehicles. Capt Amrinder 
Singh made it clear that he was 
not opposed to the “march for 
justice" or even the dharna but 
he was against the Akal Takht 
jathedar sitting in dharna in 
Delhi as that would lower the 
dignity of the Sikhs highest seat 
of religious authority. Prof. 
Darshan Singh, he said, 
remains the Akal Takht jathedar 
till his resignation was accepted 
by SGPC. The jathedar could sit 
in the Rakabganj gurdwara to 
lead the agitation but not sit in 
dharna himself. 

S ome prominent members 
of the UAD group feel 
that Prof Darshan Singh 
wants to upstage both the Akali 
Dais. They accuse him to 
playing into the hands of the 
Centre as they feel that during 
the dharna, the Central 
government will announce the 
acceptance of some of the 
demands aqd thus give him 
credit for* thaL and thereby 
boost his image among the 
Sikhs. In that event he may 
emerge as a force in Sikh 
politics. But independent 
observers believe that such 
tactics on the part of the Centre 
will not pay any dividend. They 
recall that the late Mrs, India 
Gandhi also conceded some of 
the religious demands of the 
Akalis at Bangla Sahib 
gurdwara without giving any 
credit to the Akalis. That hurt 
the Akalis very badly and the 
consequences are there to see 
for everyone. 

However, a lot depends on 
how Mr. Parkash Singh Badal 
plays his card after his release. 
All eyesare turned towardshim. 
The demands of Prof. Darshan 
Singh are such that there is no 
doubt that he will support them. 
But he is basically a political 
man and what political moves 
he will initiate remains to be 
seen. Will he take steps for Akali 
unity in view of the reports of 
mid-term poll. Sources close to 
him say -that Mr. Badal is a 
changed man. He has become 
more religious and orthodox. 
Will he be able to lead the Akalis 
with Mr. G.S. Tohra in jail? 
Answer to all these questions 
should be available in the 
coming days. 
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Upendra Opposes 
Presidents Rule 


Participating in the discus- 
sion on Presidents rule in 
Punjab Sh. P. Upendra of 
Telegu Desam said. 

Madam Deputy Chairman, I 
rise to oppose this Resolution. 
While doing so I would like to 
make it very clear that my Party 
is opposed to terrorism and 
extremism and my Party is 
also opposed to mixing of 
religion with politics. But I 
oppose the Resolution on 
several- grounds. Basically we 
are opposed to the imposition 
of the President's Rule in any 
State where there is a 
possibility of a popular 
Government. It is undemocratic, 
unwise and unwarranted. 
Secondly, even at the time of 
the imposition of the 
President’s Rule in May, we 
opposed it on the ground that 
removal of the Barnala 
Government would in effect 
result in the removal of the only 
buffer you have between the 
Union Government and the 
extremism there and things 
would worsen. We should not 
forget that even a few hours or 
even a few days before the 
imposition of the President’s 
Rule, even the Prime Minister 
was on record that Mr. Barnala 
was doing his best. To placate 
the public opinion in Haryana 
with the fond hope of winning 
the elections there, you 
imposed the President’s Rule as 
a sop in Punjab to people of 
Haryana. But we said at that 
time that you had lost Punjab, 
you would lose Haryana also in 
spite of the President’s Rule in 
Punjab and in spite of the 
announcement of a largesse of 
Rs.450 crores to Haryana. 
People are wise. You have 
learnt it at your cost. 

Thirdly, Madam, we said that 
the President’s Rule would not 
improve the matters and 
instead it would complicate. 
Your own statistics and your 
own admission indicate that the 
things have not improved in 
Punjab even after the 
President’s Rule. 

In the Nation’s capitai if you 
are not able to control law and 
order, with what face you can 
blame any other State 
Government? Therefore, the 
argument that the President’s 
rule is a panacea to all these ills 
that the President’s rule would 
control the situation is a fallacy 
and it is not proved by facts. 

Betides, by Imposing the 
President’s rule you have 
Isolated the administration 
from the people. You have 
thrown away the moderates 
who were cooperating with the 
Government and that Is the only 
result which the President’s rule 
has achieved there. 

You say the Governor’s 
report is there. We all know how 
the Governors’ reports are 
manipulated and obtained. No 
Governor makes an indepen- 
dent report. He is made to 
report whatever the Central 
Government wants. Besides, I 
am sorry to say that, the 
Governors who have been 
Chief Ministers, who would like 
to be Chief Ministers, Those 


who fail to become Chief 
Ministers, they have got an 
itching sensation to rule 
directly and they always try for 
the President’s rule which 
would give them an opportunity 
to rule directly. And, if this 
Government is wise, it has to 
reconsider the situation and it 
has to restore popular rule. That 
is our party’s demand. We have 
been repeating that and I repeat 
that demand. Having said that, 
Madan Deputy Chairman, I 
would like to ask the 
Government a few questions: 
How long this Government wiil 
treat the Punjab problem as 
merely a law and order 
problem? Where is the 
indication that this Government 
is thinking of any political 
solution? You Have arrested 
five thousand people and put 
them in jails without even a trial. 
When they come into contact 
with extremists in jails, how 
their reactions would develop, 
how they would be converted in 
their thoughts is a matter to be 
considered. 

At the time of the bluestar 
operation, we were told that the 
number of extrem ists was about 
700 to 800 people and today you 
are arresting thousands. hk>w 
do you say extremism has come 
down? It has gone up. How new 
recruits are taking to 
extremism? Because if you kill 
one innocent person, more 
wouid become extremists. That 
is exactly what is happening. 
And when we asked the Prime 
Minister to try for a political 
solution, he said, "no, until the 
extremism is wiped out I am not 
going to talk." It is not a wise 
approach. You are devoting so 
much time for a political 
solution in Sri Lanka. You are 
lecturing for a political solution 
in South Africa. You are 
iecturing to other countries 
about poiiticai solutions, but in 
your own country you say, “I 


wiil not talk to anybody, I will 
not go for a political solution 
until each and every extremist is 
killed." Is it a practical approah? 
Is it a statesman’s approach? 
You have to seek a political 
solution. You cannot treat it as a 
iaw and order problem for even 
and go on killing the people. 
There is no end to this. 

There are so many other 
aspects. We have been 
repeatedly mentioning them. 
The Jodhpur detenus what 
right have you got to put them In 
Jail for years together without 
trial. If you have got evidence, 
you try them, put them In jail, 
hang them, we will support you. 
But you have no evidence and 
you are keeping them In jail for 
years. Is It a civilised 
Government’s approach and do 
you think that the people will 
appreciate that. Why are you 
acting on these lines In spite of 
our repeated requests? 

And then the arrest of 
leaders. You have arrested Mr. 
Badal. You have arrested Mr. 
Tohra. Simply because they 
differ, simply because they are 
not agreeing to your 
suggestions you put them in jail 
for months together. 

There is ariother instance. We 
know several people were killed 
here after the sad assassination 
of Mrs. Indira Gandhi in 
October 1984. Even today, they 
are going on satyagrah. The riot 
victims are on satyagrah. There 
is a constant provocation to the 
people of Punjab. But you have 
not settled their problem; you 
have not given relief to them. 
Why are they on fast at the Boat 
Club repeatedly every month 
for several years? Even today, 
this problem is not solved. 

I would conclude by saying 
that there is nothing like a 
political leaderhip in this 
country. I am very sorry to make 
such a sweeping remark. The 
Government has no plan of 
action.... 


Yuva Janata 
Memorandum to 

Prime Minister 

O n the conclusion of its | extremely worried about the 
month long Peace present conditions of Punjab 
March on 16 November which has been the torch- 


O n the conclusion of its 
month long Peace 
March on 16 November 
1987 the Yuva Janata presented 
a memorandum to Prime 
Minister. The memorandum 
signed by Yuva Janata 
president shri Sudhindra 
Bhadoria delineating the 
marcher’s experience urged 
upon the Prime Minister 
immediately to initiate demo- 
cratic process for normalisation 
of Punjab situation. The 
memorandum expressed,.. 

It is a letter on behalf of Yuva 
Janata, the Youth wing of 
Janata Party, to you and your 
government for immediate 
steps to put an end to the 
agony, anger and anxiety 
prevailing among the people of 
Punjab. Yuva Janata is 


extremely worried about the 
present conditions of Punjab 
which has been the torch- 
bearer of our freedom struggle 
and front-runner in our drive for 
building a self-reliant and 
strong India. 

Our commitment for protect- 
ing and promoting the process 
of democratic nation-building 
in every part of the country 
forced us last year to write a 
letter to you about the 
deteriorating relations between 
the state-apparatus and the 
people of Punjab since the 
"Operation Blue Star.” We did 
urge you for restoration of 
democratic process so that any 
further erosion of the people’s 
faith in the constitutional 
methods may be precented. 
The practice of humiliation o* 


any section, community or 
region by the government 
under any pretext was strongly 
objected by us. Because self- 
respect and freedom have been 
always treated as synonymous 
in the land of Gautam, Nanak, 
Kabir and Gandhi. 

After witnessing a series of 
unfortunate developments in 
last few months in Punjab, Yuva 
Janata decided to undertake a 
SHANTI YATRA with the 
objective of strengthening the 
values and forces of social 
harmony, national unity, 
human rightsand non-violence. 
It has been a Peace March from 
Punjab to New Delhi as we are 
convinced that the Punjab crisis 
has its roots in the policies of 
the Central Government. The 
SHANTI YATRA (Peace March) 
began on 19th October, from 
the holy premises of Jalianwala 
Bagh of Amritsar, which is a 
monument of freedom and 
national unityforevery patriotic 
Indian. Our peace march was 
joined by prominent youth 
leaders from every part of the 
country and blessed by Shri 
Chandra Shekhar. A number of 
eminent social, religious and 
political leaders belonging to 
various organisations, cum- 
munities and parties joined the 
youth in their effort to spread 
the message of harmony and 
justice. 

In our Shanti Yatra through 
the villages and towns of 
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi we 
are heatened and reassured to 
find love and devotion among 
all sections of the people for the 
country. We salute the people 
for maintaining the sense of 
distinction between regime, 
nation-state and society inspite 
of serious provocations caused 
by the unjust steps of the 
central government. Let us say 
it, loud and clear, that despite 
humiliation, repression and 
malicious propaganda, the men 
and women living in the villages 
and town of Punjab are as 
patriotic as any otherany where 
in our land. We also wish to 
emphasize that the Shanti Yatra 
call for resolving the crisis in 
Punjab through democratic 
means and channels and 
without causing any damage to 
the constitution and integrity of 
India has found absolute 
support from the farmers, 
workers, youth, social workers, 
political activists and intel- 
ligentia of Punjab. 

At the same time, Yuva Janata 
peace Marchers are deeply 
disturbed by the evidences of 
Jungle Raj-a regime of 
lawlessness and inhuman 
practices-being perpetuated 
there by the central government 
through the Government’s rule. 
Unless such an anti-people 
regime is dismantled and a 
government with people’s 
mandate comes into being, no 
endeavour for peace can be of 
any substantial consequences. 
Could a regime of prejudice, 
indiscriminate arrests, illegal 
imprisonment, false encounters 
and suppression of the 
dissenters provide the needed 
environment tor normalisation 
of government people relation- 
ship? Can a regime of state 
terrorism ever ask its citizens to 
desist from the terrorist path? 
Here are a few examples which 
we came across during our 
Shanti Yatra, of the government 
approach towards the people of 
Punjab in the name of restoring 
law and order: — 


(a) A youth of 30 years 
Karnail Singh of village 
Sangalsur, PO Mand, Distt, 
Jalandhar was kept in. police 
lock up for 22 days and later on 
he was sent to jail under NSA 
when the family of Karnail 
could not arrange the 
demanded bribe money. 

(b) SK Sarwal, an advocate of 
Jalandhar and Jagmohan 
Singh another advocate of 
Khanna were harassed and 
illegally detained by the police. 
The Bar of both these Districts 
went on strike against it. The 
protest was also noted by the 
newspapers of Punjab (Tribune, 
5th Nov. 87). 

(c) The parents of three 
youngmen named Satpal Singh 
Dhillon, Santokh Singh and 
Lachinder Singh came to meet 
us during our Peace March 
through Jalandhar with the 
charge on police of killing these 
youngmen recently in false 
encounters. (Chauthi Dunia, 1- 
7 Nov. 87). 

(d) It was shocking to learn 
that thirty youth from a single 
village named Ratanpur (near 
Morenda, Ropar Distt) have 
been detained under NSA. 
There are a number of sucM 
villages in the province. ^ 

(e) A young Auto-riksha 
driver Amarjeet Singh was shot 
dead while participating in 
Guru-nanak Dev Jayanti Yatra 
near Mohali of Distt.: Ropar by 
the police in front of hundred of 
people. The police claimed that 
the youngmen was a memberof 
Bhindrawala Tiger Force. Can it 
be a sufficient basis for such an 
extreme act by the police? 
(Tribune 5th Nov. and Jansatta 
6th Nov. 87) These are only a 
few instances of indiscriminate 
and unjust behaviour of our law 
keeping forces in Punjab. Any 
indeoendent body can easily 
provide details of hundreds of 
such activities. These daily 
instances are adding to the 
anger and anxiety prevailing 
among the people since the, 
days of Operation Blue Sta.J 
November 1984 murders and 
mass killings of innocent 
Hindus and Sikhs in other 
events. 

Therefore, in our considered 
opinion, which has been 
immensely strengthened by the 
experiences of our 30 days and 
550 kms long Shanti Yatra, the 
government of India has to 
follow the patriotic path and the 
democrative imperative. Let us 
rise to the occasion and take the 
following measures as the first 
move towards political solution 
of the crisis: 

1. Immediate and uncondit- 
ional release of all those who 
have been held without trial in 
Jodhpur and other jails, as no 
charges have been put against 
them in the court of law by the 
Government. 

2. Punishment to all the 
guiltymen of November 1984 
and other killings, on the basis 
of justice Rangnath Misra 
Commission Report and other 
enquiries. 

3. Rehabilitation of the Army 
deserters as promised by the 
government under an accord, 
signed by you. 

4. A national round-table 
conference on the Punjab crisis 
which must include all the 
concerned sections and 
communities. 
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Public Interest 
or 

Political Interest 


T wo issues were indebate 
in Andhra Pradesh. High 
Court admitting two writ 
petitions against the Chief 
Minister Mr. N.T. Rama Raoand 
the other, Revenue Minister Mr. 
N. Srinivasulu Reddy’s dismis- 
sal from the cabinet. Mr. 
Reddy’s episode is itself a topic 
for an article. So, here lef us 
confine to the other. 

A full bench of Andhra 
Pradesh High Court, consisting 
of the Chief Justice Mr. K. 
Bhaskaran, Mr. Justice Y.V 
Anjaneyulu and Mr. Justice 
Syed Shah Mohammed Quadri 
admitted the petitions filed by 
Mr.D. Satyanarayana, Organis- 
ing secretary of A.P.C.C. (I) 
seeking direction for the 
appointment of a Judicial 
Commission by yia. Centre to 
enquire into allegations levelled 
against the chief Minister and 
seeking a direction to 
prosecute him under the 
provisions of the Income-Tax 
Act, Welath Tax Act, FERA and 
Prevention of Corruption Act, 
Mr. Satyanarayana’s two other 
petitions for the issue of quo 
warranto to remove Mr. Rama 
Rao from his post and to direct 
the Central Government to 
impose President’s rule in the; 


B. Bhaskai 

State were dismissed. In his 
affidivit Mr. Satyanarayana filed 
200 charges against Mr. Rama 
Rao’s Government. Mr. Rama 
Rao had misused his official 
position, communal clashes 
were in peak in NTR’s rule. 
Lock-up deaths in police 
custody’s were in roaring high, 
corruption and nepoticism and 
so on, he alleged. There are 
series of allegations on this 
tone. Arguments continued 
some days, before the court 
admitted the petitions. 

First Advocate General, Mr. 
E. Manohar appeared for the 
Chief Minister. The court took 
objection for it. Advocate 
General has to appear only for 
State Government, it commen- 
ted. Mr. Nani Palkhivala 
appeared for Mr. Rama Rao, 
then. In hiscourse of arguments' 
he said that this is not public 
interest but political interest 
litigations. If the court were to 
admit that petitions, that would 
set a precedent. Then there 
would be flood of such 
litigations. Similar petitions 
could come up against the 
Government of India on issues 
like Bofors. A petition like this 
one containing several charges 


was unprecedented. By quo 
warranto, the court was being 
invited to usurp the functions of 
the electorate, the executive 
powers of the President, Mr. 
Palkhivala argued. Mr. K. 
Parasaran Attorney-General 
also appeared beffore the court 
for his assistance. Counsil for 
the petitioner was Mr. S. Rama 
Chandra Rap. 

After hearing the arguments 
the bench admitted two writ 
petitions. The question of 
imposition president’s rule was 
the matter entirely within the 
Jurisdiction of the President, 
the bench said dismissing the 
other two petitions. The bench 
observed that the power to 
terminate the tenure of the 
Chief Minister lies on the 
Governor only. 

The Telugu Desam Parla- 
mantary Party in a memoran- 
dum requested the President to 
seek"the opinion of Supreme 
Court as to the jurisdiction of 
the court in entertaining 
politically motivated petitions 
like this”. It criticised the 
congress (I) people in the State 
and the Centre for trying to 
destabilise TDP Government. 
Chief Minister Mr. N.T. Rama 
Rao commented, "The people 
are my judges. My legal 
adviser Mr. Palkhivala will look 
into the matter”. From other 
political parties there was 
mixed reaction on weather Mr. 
Rama Rao hastocontinueinhis 
office or relinquish the seat 
because of the courts remarks. 
Congress (I), C.P.I., B.J.P., 
leaders in the State asked the 
Chief Minister to step down. But 
Janata, C.P.I. (M) leaders 
commented to the contrary. 


Women, Law and Development— 
Is Equal Justice Possible? 


— Is law meant for crisis 
situations? Or, is law to be an 
essential component of the 
development process? 

— If law is an integral 
component of development, 
why not have periodic review 
of the existing laws? 

— What steps need to be taken 
to remove vestiges of 
discrimination against and 
exploitation of women? 
These were some pertinent 

questions raised by sensitive 
women lawyers at the 
workshop on Women, Law and 
Development organised by 
Vikasini at Bombay in April, 
1987. The workshop received 
keen response from women 
activists, educationists, social 
workers from Gujarat and 
Maharashtra and support of 
women’s centres and Sophia 
Polytechnic for Women, 
Bombay. 

The group discussed these 
questions at lenght. The steps 
taken by the Government to 
enhance women’s status were 
appreciated. The scope of 
recent amendments in State 1 
gislations to curb violence was 
considered. But it was felt that 
justice cannot be safeguarded 
by legislation alone. Justice has 
to be ingrained in the hearts of 
men and women, educated and 
uneducated, for legislation to 
be effective. 

To give equal justice to all 
and reduce in-equalities, it was 


suggested that ; 

(a) Judiciary should make an 
objective review of the existing 
laws. Certain legislations 
enacted to protect women’s 
interests have had a reverse 
dffect. One such legislation is 
’Equal Pay for Equal Work.’ 
Such legislations need to be 
modified and revitalised. 

— Why not review the law of 
‘Equal Pay for Equal Work’ 
and rename it ’Equal Pay for 
Comparable Work’ to avoid 
further injustice to women? 

— Similarly why not do away 
with existing^ laws of 
inheritance and have a more 
dynamic concept, such as 
the concept of community 
property? 

(b) Law should not be an 
impediment when unjust 
dramatic situations arise. The 
legal set-up should function in a 
manner that will prevent such 
situations. 

As an outcome of talks by 
lawyers, communication ex- 
perts, intervention by activists, 
and in-depth panel discussions, 
the group re-commended that: 

(a) More emphasis should be 
given to the formation of 
right attitudes, perspectives 
and values regarding 
women’s role and their 
dignity as persons. 

(b) To achieve this women’s 
studies should be used as an 
effective instrument. The 
U.G.C./state governments 
could send guidelines to 


universities/ secondary 

schools to introduce 

women’s studies as part of 
the foundation or core 
courses for all students. 

(c) The syllabus of women’s 
studies should give equal 
stress to theory as well 
as practical exposure to the 
social reality. The content of 
the course should include 
th^ following topics: 

(i)A detailed study of the 
Constitution at the school 
level. 

(ii) Subjects like Politics, 
Economics, Social Studies and 
Literature could focus attention 
on women’s issues. Due 
emphasis to be laid on 
extention work. 

(iii) The status of women 
emphasising her dignity as 
a person: 

—Brief global review of 
women’s status and a 
historical review of their 
status in India— rural, 
urban and tribal. 

— Women and family — 
marriage and family 
relationships. 

—Women and health- 
nutrition and family 
welfare. 

—Women, politics and 
religion. 

—Women’s rights, legal and 
meta-legal remedies. 
—Women’s concerns, 
problems and violence 
against women, i.e. 
exploitation, sexual haras- 


Bhopal Gas Victims 
Oppose Out of Court 
Settiement 


Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila 
Udyog Sangathan organised a 
protest dharna outside Parlia- 
ment House on Nov 17 to 
oppose the out of Court 
settlement being initiated 
between Government of India 
and Union Carbide. 

In a note circulated the 
protestors said. 

We, women victim^ of the gas 
tragedy have come from Bhopal 
to focus your attention on the 
gross injustice being done to us 
by the Government of India and 
the Union Carbide. 

The Government which is 
supposed to represent the 
interest of lakhs of gas victims 
has agreed to an out-of-court 
settlement. 

The Union Carbide has 
offered 350 million dollars while 
the government has asked for 
650 million dollars only, when it 
had initially demanded 3.2 
billion dollars. 

This means that the 
Government is agreeing to 
accept Rs. 15,000 for each of us 
gas victims — over a period of 20 
years. It works out to less than a 
thousand a year. 

This is in contrast to the 
relatives of the persons who 
died in the Air India plane crash 


in June 1984 who were paid 1 
million rupees 85,000 US 
doilars) for each death almost 
immediately. 

The Government has agreed 
to withdraw the criminal cases 
against the Union Carbide. 

This is indeed strange when 
the whole world has 
condemned the criminal 
negligence of multinationals 
like Union Carbide. 

This is a mockery of justice. 
An elected government of 
Independent India is playing 
with the lives of victims of the 
worst industrial disaster the 
world has ever known. 

The govt, should not settle 
out of court without 
establishing Union Carbide's 
criminal liability in the gas 
disaster. 

The criminal charges against 
Union Carbide officials should 
notbedroppedand proceedings 
should be initiated against 
them. Those found guilty 
should be prosecuted and 
punished. 

Till Union Carbide's criminal 
liability is established in a court 
of law, arrangements should be 
made to provide us with interim 
relief and rehabilitation.’ 


sment, eve teasing, 
molestation, amniocent- 
sis, rape, prostitution, 
dowry deaths, etc. 
—Government and non- 
government efforts 
towards economic inde- 
pendence of women and 
creation of social support 
systems. 

(d) The teachers of training 
colleges should play a more 
dynamic role in creating 
greater awareness in 
society by : 

(i) Sensitising the teacher 
trainees to women’s 
concerns and emerging 
roles. 

(ii) Making valuable addition to 
creating new literature for 
women. 

(iii) Restructuring the SUPW 
activities, choosing more 
meaningful and relevant 
activities through which 
teacher trainees may reach 
out to others. 

(iv) Encouraging use of 
alternate media, such as 
puppetry, role-play, street 
plays, action songs, folk 
theatre in rural and face-to- 
face group situations, and 
so on. 

(v) Writing of articles, talks on 
radio, telecasting of 
programmes on television 
highlighting women’s issues 
and concerns. 

The group maintained that 
the Indian woman needs to 
change her self-image and to 
perceive herself as a person in 
her own right. This changed 
perception of herself will 
spearhead the desired social 
change. 

— AMRIT NIKORE 
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The Meerut Riots : Lessons 

to Learn 


In May 1987 Meerut city witnessed one of the 
worst commi ^al riots in the country. The Uttar 
Pradesh Got iment appointed the Gian Prakash 
Committee j inquire into the causes of the 
violence. T, ■ Committee has made observations 
with regard the causes behind Meerut Riots in 
particular and Communal riots in general. It has 
also made a number of important 
recommendations to avoid such out-breaks in 
future. Given here are some extractt from the 
report. 


M eerut has become noto- 
rious for communal 
riots. Many riots, big 
and small, are reported to have 
taken place in Meerut since 
independence. The more 
important once took place in 
1961. 1968, 1982 and 1986. 

F or the last one year' 
communal tension had 
been building up due to 
the Ram Janmabhumi-Babari 
Musjid issue and the Rath Yatra 
in the district. In protest against 
the opening of the lock of the 
Ram Janmabhumi, the Muslims 
of Meerut observed February 
14. 1986 as ‘Virodh Diwas’ and 
put on black badges and 
hoisted black flags on their 
houses and shops. They 
gathered in large numbers at 
the Jama Masjid to offer prayers 
and shouted slogans while 
dispersing. Hindus also hoisted 
kesaria flags on their shops. 
While returning from the Jama 
Masjid, groups of Muslims in 
Gudri Bazar shouted slogans, 
looted and set Fire to Hindu 
shops. 

Members of both the 
communities who have been 
living together for long in this 
town are unanimous that 
another riot of this type and 
magnitude will completely 
finish Meerut. Further, the 
trouble may even spread to 
other areas. Businessmen, 
Industrialists, agriculturists, 
shopkeepers and all others are 
quite aware of the fact that there 
is already a feeling that it is no 
longer safe to invest in Meerut. 

; Consequently, the building 
activity and trade and industry 
is bound to stagnate leading to 
unemployment. 

Normally, the communities 
do not like to fight each other 
bjBcause it is they who suffer 
niost. It is only the goondas or . 
communal fanatics who go to 
any length to serve their ends 
by starting trouble and giving it 
a commqnal colour. 

The committee went round 
the city twice and visited areas 
where incidents of riots had 
taken place. This enabled it to 
appreciate how the incidents of 
rioting were connected with 
each other and spread from one 
locality to the other, lasting for 
over two months. 

Beforg Independence it was 
the policy of the British Raj to 
keep the two communities^ 
divided and thus weaken them" 
This was so particularly in 


Meerut because the Hiridus and 
Muslims had joined hands and 
played a leading role in the first 
war of Independence in 1857, 
and subsequently in the 
.freedom struggle. The 

communal riots were, 

therefore, engineered through 
the help of goondas and their 
British cronies. The administra- 
tion would soon constitute 
peace committees, involving 
leader of both communities 
who would go to the mohallas 
affected by riots and peace 
would soon be restored. These 
riots can be described as series 
of stray and isolated incidents 
of communal nature. 

However, it was for the first 
time in 1987 that mobs of a 
community belonging to 
mohallas largely inhabited by 
them moved in strength, 
indulging in slogan shouting, 
indulging in slogan shouting, 
killing, looting and arson in the 
neighbouring areas. There was 
immediate retaliation by the 
other community. The 1987 
riots were, therefore, 
communal riots on a much 
larger scale in which both the 
communities participated in an 
organised manner. Luckily, 
there were no pitched battles 
between mobs of the two 
communities as was wrongly 
reported by some newspapers. 

There is a feeling in .^ome 
quarters that slowly Hindus are 
trying to infiltrate into the 
powerloom business. They 
have already got control over 
distribution of yarn, washing, 
dyeing, printing and calender- 
ing, and marketing. Under 
these circumstances, most of 
the profitable business is in the 
hands of Hindus already. Some 
well informed witnesses 
associated with the industry 
have stated before us that there 
was growing feeling amongst 
the Muslims that all the 
profitable operations are in the 
hands of Hindus and they are 
now trying to enter and thereby 
oust the Muslims from the 
weaving operations of the 
industry. However, some 
responsible officers and others 
as well as some Hindu traders 
have emphatically denied that 
there was any. such 
misunderstanding, rivalry or 
enmity between the two 
communities feels that the 
opinion expressed in the media 
that it was business rivalry 
which sparked off the 
communal riots is not correct. 
There might have existed some 
misunderstanding or rivalry 
between individuals belonging 


to two different communities, 
but to describe that there was 
widespread dissatisfaction 
.against the attitude of Hindu 
traders on this score is not 
borne out by facts Under the 
circumstances, was primarily 
the communal virus which led 
to the burning and destruction 
of a large number of factories 
and business establishments 
connected with the industry. 

Muslim psychology 

As compared to the Hindus, 
the Muslims have a lower rate of 
literacy particularly amongst 
women. Theirchildreneitherdo 
not attend schools or drop out 
at an early state and get some 
informal education in the 
Madrasas where they learn 
Arabic in order to read the Holy 
Quran and offer prayers. The 
result is that the majority of 
muslims are denied the benefits 
of education. The government 
has also not been able to do 
anything substantial in this 
regard. By and large, Muslims 
have large families and a poor 
standard of living which causes 
economic stress and strain. 
Therefore, they tend to depend 
more on religious leaders for 
guidance. 

Elections 

The importance of elections 
in a democracy is obvious. It is 
well known that political parties 
have exploited caste, creed and 
religion for their political ends. 
Religious appeal is very easy 
and it is, unfortunately, freely 
used. Indulging in communal 
politics has become a shortcut 
to political leadership. Some of 
the politicians and communal' 
parties arouse feelings only 
with a view to getting votes. 
Political workers do not even 
hesitate to foment communal 
hatred to serve their .own 
narrow ends. 

These incidents clearly show 
that both the communities were 
not only getting divided on 
communal lines but were also 
preparing fo a showdown. 
Muslims feel that they are 
discriminated against in the 
matter of rectuitment to various 

Some witnesses have 
stated before us that 
there was a growing 
feeiing amongst the 
Musiims that aii the 
profitabie operations 
are in the hands of 
Hindus and they are 
now trying to oust the 
Musiims from the 
weaving operations 

services while Hindus nurture a 
feeling that Muslims are 
increasing their numbers and 
would rule India in due course. 
Some leaders have fed it into 
their minds that while Muslims 
have got Pakistan they now 
want Hindustan also. Musiims 
also carry an impression that 
India is no longer secular as in 
the Nehru days. 

We feel that the root cause of 
communal trouble is fear and 


misunderstanding between the 
two communities and an 
absence of the spirit of 
accommodation for each other. 
Muslims being in a minority are 
afraid of being over whelmed by 
the Hindus. They also feel that 
they are unequal to the Hindus 
in the matter of economic 
activities. On the other hand, a 
feeling has developed in some 
sections of the Hindus that the 
population of Muslims that the 
population of Muslims is 
increasing fast and the day is 
not far when they will become a 
minority and will be ruled by the 
Muslims. 

In the eyes of enlightened 
persons both these fears are 
without any substance but the 
fact remains that. such fears and 
misunderstanding do exist. It is 
the duty not only of the 
government but also of all 
enlightened and secular 
persons to do whatever is 
possible to remove thisfearand 
misunderstanding. In this 
situation the responsibility of 
the majority community is 
much greater. It has to show a 
spirit of greater accommoda- 
tion and tolerance in order to 
inculcate a sense of security in 
the minority community which 
can generate a feeling- of 
oneness with them. 

T he April 19J37 riots appear 
to have started all of a 
sudden but were actually 
the result of an atmosphere of 
hate and misunderstanding 
between the two communities 
since January 1987. 

Almost all the witnesse have 
stated before us that an ' 
atmosphere of hate had been 
built up to the extent that a 
quarrel between the two 
communities was imminent. In 
this context the meeting on 
February 20. 1987, the rally held 
at the Boat Club in Delhi on 
March 30 and the one 
addressed by Mr. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee in March assume 
importance. 

I t is unfortunate tnat in such; 
an atmosphere, a dispute 
between a tenant and a 
landlord, who happened to 
belong to two different 
communities, led to the murder 
or Ajay Sharma on May 16, 
1987, which immediately 
assumed a communal colour. 
Perhaps under normal 
circumstances a small incident 
like this may have gone 
unnoticed. On May 17, when 
the dead body of Ajay Sharma' 
was taken for cremation there 
was a big crowd in which young 
men participated in large 
numbers. The atmosphere got 
vitiated in the mohallas through 
which the procession passed. 

Muslims have complained 
that the incidents following May 
19 were all under the protection 
of the PAC. It has been stated 
by several witnesses that the 
PAC personnel also indulged in 
looting and killing of Muslims. It 
is evident that the district 
administration was not able to 
control the situation even 
though by this time it has 
sufficient resources at its 
command. 


The committee appreciates 
that it takes time to restore- 
normalcy but had the district 
administration been better 
organised and determined, the 
troubles would have been 
confined only to stray cases. 
Incidents of the type of burning 
of Mawana Bus Stand and 
looting and burning of Main 
Mohammad Nagar areas could 
not have happened at all. 

We have examined the 
position and find that there 
were three companies of the 
PAC available in the district on 
May 15, 1987. Four more 

pompanies had joined on the 
17th,taking the total number to 
seven on the next day. On the 
May 18, four compaines and 
two platoons had joined, taking 
the total number of PAC 
companies availabie to the 
district administration when the 
riots started to 11 with two 
platoons, besides the normal 
police force. For reasons 
discussed by us later, the 
position regarding the 
availability of the police force 
was not as hopeless as was 
made out by the district 
administration. 

However, from the 
statements of witnesses 
belonging to both the 
communities, it transpires that 
when the riots started in the 
early hours of May 19, there was 
practically no police force to be 
seen Several witness - have 
stated that they made frantic 
telephone calls to the Kotwali 
control room as well as the 
residence of the district 
magistrate for help but there 
was no response. 

There are certain steps 
required for prevention of riots, 
but there are also some other 
positive steps that have to be 
taken for nipping the trouble in 
the bud. Several witnesses have 
stated that police pickets were 
posted at a few places but they 
were helpeess spectators of the 
arson, loot and murder taking 
place on the 19th morning. 

The posting of pickets 
becomes meaningless unless 
they have clear instructions on 
what they have to do in the 
eventuality of violence breaking 
out. Witness after witness has 
stated before us that there was 
no force at the disposal of the 
district administration. 

Apparently, the rioters and 
not the district administration 
were in control of the situation 
on May 19, 1987. This indicates 
that the leadership which is 
expected to be provided by the 
senior officers in situations like 
this was singularly lacking. 

It is again significant that no 
effective action like use of tear 
gas, lathi charge and even firing 
was taken to disperse the 
riotous mobs indulging in loot, 
arson, firing and killing on a 
large scale. In the reports 
supplied to us, it is mentioned 
that there were eight occasions 
on which the police/PAC 
resorted to firing. A total of 130 
rounds were fired. It is strange 
that there was not a single 
injury to anyone as mer^pjpned 
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in the various FIRs. 

The committee feels that if 
strong and determined action 
had been taken immediately as 
the trouble started it could have 
been nipped in the bud and the 
loss of a large number of 
innocent lives and property 
could have been avoided. 

We have also been told by 
some top officers of the district 
administration that quite a few 
of the people who had come 
from outside . are bad 
characters. Since there are no 
police stations in the newly 
developed areas like Islamabad, 
Lakhipura, Kanch-ka-Pul, Zaidi 
Colony, etc. the police haS not 
been able to keep track of the. 
Some responsible officers have 
gone to the extent of saying that 
the police is afraid of entering 
these mohallas. 

The committee is however, of 
the view that it was neither an 
open revolt against the 
established authority of the 
state nor the rehearsal fora civil 
war. It was, however, a well- 
planned, organised and well- 
directed large-scale communal 
riot. Since communal tension 
had continued for a long time, 
having been inflamed by all 
sorts of speeches made in 
connection with the Ram 
Janmabhumi-Babari-Masjid by 
members of both the 
communities, and people hqd 
been expecting a riot, 
preparations has been made by 
collecting stones, etc. Also, the 
extent and number of people 
participating in the riots was 
unusually large. 

Growth of fundamenta- 
lism 

Of late, there has been a 
noticeable growth of religious 
fundamentalism not only 
amongst Muslims but also 
amongst Hindus. After the 
partition of the country Muslims 
■ have a feeling that they have 
' unnecessarily become suspect 
in the eyes of the people. 
Combined with 'low rate of 
literacy, backwardness and 
lack of welHinformed and 
popularly accepted reformers 
with a liberal outlook, Muslims 
have often been worked up on 
the matter of religious affairs. 
Leaders have looked upon it as 
a way of building up their own 
leadership and have exploited 
the masses in moulding and 
arousing their feeling of 
dependence on such leaders. 

The committee feels that 
spread of education will 
promote knowledge and an 
enlightened approach. It will 
lead #0 unity, development of 
brotherly love and affection and 
national integration. 

The committee would go to 
the extent of re-commending 
that liberal grants should be 
given to the educated and 
enlightened Muslims to 
organise and run this facility 
which in our view would go a 
long way to spread education 
amongst the Muslim masses. 
Special emphasis should be 
laid on the education of girls by 
opening girls’ schools. Higher 
Secondary Schools must also 
be opened in the areas where 
there are no facilities available 
at present. Bright Muslim boys 
and girls from poorer sections 
of society should be picked up 
at early stages and given 
financial assistance to pursue 
higher studies. 


Ram-Janmabhumi 

dispute 

The issue of the Babari 
Masjid and Ram Janmabhumi 
has been exploited by the new 
leadership of both Muslims and 
Hindus. 

The committee recommends 
that the government without 
getting involved in this problem 
may like to lend a helping hand 
to find a solution to this vexed 
ar>d sensitive issue. The 
committee feels that the Ram 
janmabhumi and Babari Majid 
issue should not be allowed to 
linger on. A judicial decision 
must be obtained on the 
pending cases as early as 
possible. Alternatively, the 
issue could be referred to a 
group of top religionists of both 
the communities tor com- 
promise and settlement. 

Promotion of secular 
leadership at local 
level 

Quite a number of old and 
respected citizens of Meerut 
who appeared before us told us 
that of late there has been a 
dearth of leadership in both the 
communities. We do not want to 
go into the reasons for this but 
would like to emphasise that 
something needs to be done to 
encourage the growth of an 
enlightened, liberal and secular 
leadership which can command 
the respect of both the 
communities. As else-where, in 
Meerut also there is greater 
emphasis on political 
leadership than on creation the 
atmosphere and conditions for 
growth of leaders who are 
respected and followed 
because of thie services to the 
community and who sacrifice 
their time and energy for 
promotion of public good. 

I t has been brought to the 
notice of the committee 
that election to the Meerut 
Municipal Corporation have not 
been held for the last 17 years. 
The government must be 
having its own reasonf or now 
holding these elections. It 
appears, however, that an 
important aspect has been lost 
sight of. Leadership grows at 
local levels and then graduates 
to state and national levels. This 
process has been throttled for 
too laong and needs to be 
revived. 

The fear that if elections are 
held in Meerut there may be 
riots again in misfounded. 
However, a strict watch on the 
law and order situation will have 
to be kep. Once such leaders 
are built up they will be able to 
use their inf luence with both the 
communities and bring them 
togethere by helping in 
removing minor irritants and 
causes of minor irritants and 
causes of misunderstanding. It 
is such people who will promote 
fellow feeling and brotherhood 
by helping the communities to 
come closer to each other. 
Such people would also be 
sueful for restoring t peace 
should it be threatened 

Strengthening of the 
forces of secularism 

We have already observed 
that for various reasons tthere is 
a growth of fundamentalism 
and fanaticism among Muslims 
as well as Hindus. This has led 
to the weakening of the forces 
of secularism. In order to have 


lasting peace, it is essential that 
there is greater realisation that 
forces of secularism; have to be 
preserved and strengthened 
and no opportunity should be 
lost to do so. 

Use of religious appeal 
to win elections 

Political parties are also 
responsible for the erosion of 
secular values to a large extent. 
While preparing for elections, 
politicians end to exploit every 
opportunity to strengthen their 
base even by resorting to 
political opportunism. Consti- 
tuencies are . carved out 
generally with a view to win the 
elections by groupoing of votes 
of a particular caste or 
community. Candidates are 
selected and put up mostly on 
the basis of thfeir chances of 
winning keeping in view the 
number of votes of their 
community or caste. Some- 
times situations are deliberately 
created at the time of election 
with a view to arouse the 
feelings of casteism so that 
voters vote for particular 
candidate. Even the ruling party 
is not free from the temptation 
of exploiting communal and 
caste factors wherever it suits it. 

During the recent riots, some 
of the rural areas were also 
affected for the first time. As is 
well know, a large number of 
people from the neighbouring 
rural areas daily commute to 
Meerut in connection with their 
business. Others, while 
working in Meerut city, are 
iiving in their houses in the 
neighbouring rural areas. When 
the communities were affected 
by the communal virus, it was 
carried to the rural areas and 
there were some cases of 
stabbing and even arson in few 
villages around Meerut. We 
have also observed elsewhere 
that when the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad had given a call for 
bandh, it had included a 
number of towns from the rural 
areas and that had spread the 
message of intolerance and 
hatred. It was lucky that the 
situation in the rural areas was 
not allowed to spread and was 
controlled quickly as a result of 
efforts made by the district 
administration. 

O nce rioting -had broken 
out, it spread like wild 
fire because of a very 
serious and hari-raising rumour 
that was sprad by mischievous 
elements. It was on the lips of 
everyone that in the Bank 
Colony, Hindu women had 
been raped and their breasts 
had been cut. Also it was said 
that some children were torn 
apart fromtheir legs and that 
their bodies were handging on 
trees. The reaction of the 
majority community was violent 
and what happened on May 20, 
21 and 22 is proff enough of the 
damage caused by false but 
very mischievous tumours. 

In our view, the currency of 
this false rumour vvas largely 
responsible for the incidents 
happened on May 20 and 21, 
1987. Had rumour been denied 
in time and given wide publiqity, 
perhaps the reaction of the 
majority community would not 
have been that in tense and 
violent, and consequently, loss 
of lives and property could have 
been much less. 

Misuse of firearms and 
need for a perspective 
poiicy 

There is ample evidence 


before the committe to show 
that firearms were freely used 
during the riots, causing several 
deaths. Some of these weapons 
were those, licences of which 
had been suspended vide order 
No. Memo/Camp D.M. 87, 
dated 15.4.1987, but which had 
not been enforced and the 
weapons had been allowed to 
remain in the custody of 
erstwhile licences. Also there 
were weapons which were 
never covered by lincences and 
most of which were country 
made. 

F From the intelligence and 
other reports as well as 
from the evidence of 
witnesses, it is clear that there 
were feverish activities going 
on in the months prior to the 
May riots, and communal 
organisations were holding 
secret meeting and appealintot 
the people to join their 
organisations forstrengthening 
their respective , communities. 
Also, there was great tension in 
the minds of the general public 
about communal trobles being 
imminent. 

Of late, there parrears to be a 
tendency to form or join 
communal parties to promote 
one’s leadeship. The more 
provocative speeches one is 
able to make, the greater the 
appreciation and more the 
following appears to be the 
rule. There is also a tendency 
on the part of communal parties 
to strengthen their base 
amongst the youth by 
organising them into some sort 
of ’Senas.’ It is these private 
armies which are capable of 
creating lots of michief. The 
government should take strong 
steps to curb the growth of such 
aenas as the are militant 
organisations and are capable 
of creating situations leading to' 
communal riots. 

I. A. Sp Officer 
strike Against 

Mr. Dharam Singh Rawat an 
IAS officer from Utter Pradesh 
undertook nine days fast from 
19 November to 28 November at 
Boat Club to demand 
“Accountability of Services". 
This involves issues of 
corruption and misuse of office 
by some very senior officer. 

Mr. Rawat had undertaken a 
similar fast at Boat Club in June 
1986. As a result he was 
suspended. After delayed 
departmental proceedings the 
inquiry authority dropped the 
proceedings against him and 
instead recommended that the 
corruption by other senior 
officers required to be probed 
by the state. 

Mr. Rawat was reirfttated on 
25 September 1967. But the 
State Government did not 
followed up the inquiry into the 
shady deals of senior officers. 
On Mr. Rawats insistance for 
the same he was threatened the 
state chief secretary. To arouse 
conscince of his colleagues, 
thinkers and pubiic at large Mr. 
Rawat undertook this nine days 
fast. 


Dowry Deaths 
Increasing 

NEW DELHI. Nov. 24— A 
record number of 1319dowry— 
death cases were reported in 
1986 as against 837 in the 
previous year from various 
states in the country. 

According to the information 
furnished by Minister of State 
for Home Mr.P.Chidambaram 
in reply to a question by Mrs 
Bijoya Chakravarty in the Rajya 
Sabha on Tuesday. No such 
case was reported from the 
north-east Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Tripura, Sikkim— 
Orissa and Jammu and 
Kasl}mir. 

The states which recorded a 
downward trend in this period 
were: Gujrat (10 in 1985 and 
nine in 1986 ) Hariyana (99 and 
47) Kerela (55 and four ) 
Maharastra (136 and 107 ) and 
West Bengal (88 and 58 ). 

Except Kerela, three other 
southern states had higher 
number of dowry deaths in 1986 
than the previous year. It rose 
from 13 to 79 in Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka 35 to 54 
and Tamil Nadu 12 to 38. 

However Utter Pradesh has 
reported the highest number of 
such cases: 461 in 1986 and 323 
in 1985. 

The report from other states 
were: Assam (one in 1985 and 
nine in 1986 ), Bihar (16 and 62 
), Madhya Pradesh (nil and 200 
). Punjab (32 and 40 ) and 
Rajsthan (29 and 84 ). 

The Union territories had 64 
dowry deaths in 1986. All of 
them were from Delhi. There 
were 33 such cases in the 
capital in 1985. Chandigarh 
reported two cases in 1985 but 
in 1986, there was no such 
cases. 


on Hunger 
Corruption 
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The Leadership 


T he issue of no 
punishment for the 
criminals of anti-Sikh 
carnage in November 1984 has 
been such an eyesore to the 
entire Sikh community that 
even the operation Bluestar has 
taken second place. The 
Central Government’s insince- 
rity coupled with its dishonesty 
and political chicanery in terms 
of non-implementation of the 
Rajiv-Longowal Accord has 
resulted not in the healing of 
wounds but in exacerbating 
them. This uncivilised function- 
ing on the part of the Central 
Government has been 
responsible— in addition to the 
repression let loose under 
operation Woodrose and police 
excesses-for giving a fillip to 
terrorism. The continued 
incarceration of Sikh youth 
including women and children 
who are, in genral believed to be 
innocent pilgrims or sevadars 
of S.G.P.C. has been another 
major irritant for the militants in 
Punjab not only goading them 
to more and more extremism 
but also forcing them to mad 
acts like killing of innocent 
Hindus and Sikhs. Also, the hurt 
Sikh youth is getting more and 
more convinced that it is 
impossible to get justice from 
the Central Government and 
they have been kicking right 
and left, disowning S.G.P.C., 
the Akal Takht Jathedar and 
other moderate leadership. 
Indeed they had already 
expressed deep distrust of the 
Akalis. 

The tragedy in today’s 


Lt. Gen. J.S., Aurora (retd) President Sikh Forum addressing a batch of Satyagrahis 


Young girl reciting a poem 

situation is that on the one hand 
the Central Government is 
content to let the matters drag 
on. The Akalis have made a fool 
of themselves, whether they are 
of Longowal group or of UAD. 
Of course, Rajiv Gandhi had so 
hoodwinked Barnala into 
believing that he would always 


be on Punjab gaddi that he went 
on doing everything on behalf 
of the Central Government. He 
became almost a chamcha on 
leash of Rajiv. He let Sikh 
opinion being alienated from 
himself and even when he was 
let down by the Centre, he held 
on to gaddi only to be pushed 


Another group of Satyagrahis 

headed Sikhs— their turbans 
having been pulled away by 
rivals and beatings having 
taken place right in the 
Keshgarh gurdwara— will be a 
lasting shame for the 
Community. 


understood not only by the 
Sikhs themselves but also by 
the people of the country. The 
most significant aspect of this 
protest is that it has been 
launched by a non-political and 
non-communal group not from 
a gurdwara but from a public 
platform like the Boat Club. Not 
only this, the satyagraha 
emphasises the claim of the 
Sikh community like all other 
citizens, to protest peacefully 
against injustice and inhumanity 
of the rulers in violation of the 
Indian Constitution and the 
Rule of Law. It does not talk of 
religious persecution of the 
Sikhs as a separate group; it 
encompas-ses the persecution 
of any section of Indian 
population by insensitive 
rulers. 

Paradoxical as it mightseem, 
the Central Government 
leaders talk almost incessanty 
about that hackneyed phrase 
"unity and integrity of the 
nation ’ but do everything to 
ensure that this unity is 
threatened. After all the unity is 
not only geographicalbut also 
the union of hearts of all 
citizens. But when a section of 
^ the population is given the 
impression both in theory and 
in practice that they cannot 
expect the rule of law in their 


away in May 1987. UAD 
leadership in search of gaddi let 
down the Sikhs in such a 
manner that even the S.G.P.C. 
election of President in 
Anandpur Sahib will now be 
rated as the stooping down of 
the Sikhs as whole to the lowest 
levels. The pictures of bare- 


W hen the Sikh leadership 
became a sluron the fair 
name of Sikhism, when 
the extremists began mud- 
slinging on the Akal Takhat 
Jathedar, when the controver- 
sial statements from the 
Jathedar and the extremists 
leading to the arrest of the Sikh 
priests and when the Central 
Government and the Punjab 
administration must be 
laughing up their sleeves over 
the predicament of the Sikhs, 
Lt. General Jagjit Singh Aurora 
(Retd) thought of reviving the 
Sikh tradition of peaceful, non- 
violent satyagrah on the twin 
issues of punishment of the 
guilty and release of the 
innocents and with the 
cooperation and help of the 
Sikh representative groupings, 
plan-ned under the auspices of 
the Sikh Forum, a 30 day relay 
fast of at least 51 persons 
everyday from 16th November 
to 15th December. 

As I write this note on the 
martyrdom day of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, the tenth day of this 
relay fast, I mull over the special 
features of this significant 
satyagraha which must be 
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But the meanness and callousi 
the two Issues on which this < 
directly reponsible for more 
Paradoxically this non-violent i 
consensus brings the Sikhs bi 
whereas the so-called advoca 
falsehood under the label of Sat) 
excesses and clumsy handling 
everything to alienate all Sikhs, 
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the Satyagrahis 
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Bhagwant Singh Dalwari 


llfference of the Centre towards 
yagraha has been started are 
NIenatlon among the Sikhs. 
Iragraha with almost a national 
^ Into the national mainstream 
I of national unity practising 
pev Jayate have, through police 
i the Punjab Issue, have done 
|ore so the Sikh youth. 



Satyagrahis exchanging notes. 


case, they are bound to feel 
alienated. This satyagraha is 
one of the most important 
assertion by the Sikhs that they 
beiong to this country and they 
wiii not iet themseives be 
bullied by an unresponsive 
government. For, the present 
government is not INDIA. 
Government will chage while 
country will not and the Sikhs 
have full faith in the 
Constitution and the fairness of 
the Indian society. This 
satyagrahais in fact a notice to 
the conscience of every Indian 
to chaiienge the wayward 
attitudes of the Centrai 
Government. 

The Sikhs have taken notice 
of the fact that when Pariiament 
and Centrai Government kept 
their eyes ciosed to the 
inhuman carnage of Sikhs in 
Deihi and eisewhere in 
November 1934, respectabie 
non-Sikhs everywhere came to 
the heip of the Siki, victims. 
There was never a question of 
Hindu-Sikh problem. The 
problem a rose out of the 
organised goondaism of the 
ruling party which failed to a 
rouse general anti-Sikh hatred 
and the most significant reports 
about the massacre and relief to 


Sikh victims were provided by 
respectable Hindu and Muslim 
citizens In the name of Nagrik 
Ekta Manch, PUCL, PUDR and 
Citizens for Democracy. 

Today, too. It Is being proved 
that the fair-minded citizens all 
over the country are stressing 
these demands of the 
satyagrahis as national 
demands from a civilised 
society. On 15th November, a 
day before the present 
satyagraha for 30 days began, 
the Sampooran Kranti Manch, 
the Lok Seva Mandal in Lajpat 
Bhavan, SarvSeva Sangh led by 
Justice Tarkunde, Shri Thakur 
Das Bang, Shri Kuldip Nayyar 
as also PUCL & PUDR with 
Justice Rajender Sachar and 
other important personalities 
from all over India courted 
arrest asking for the 
acceptance of these very 
demands Thus the present 
satyagraha which is fully 
supported by these organisa- 
tions has the distinction of 
becoming a truly national 
protest in which non-Sikhs 
have been participating besides 
Sikhs from Delhi and far off 
places like Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Bihar. Orissa, etc. And 
the protest stresses that in the 
interests of a healthy lawful 


society in India, no section of 
Indian people should be treated 
the way Sikhs have been 
treated. Sikhs would, asalways, 
in the interests of the Nation, be 
in the vanguard for not only 
defending the freedom of the 
country but also the freedom of 
conscience and human rights 


as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. This fight is non- 
communal, non-partisan, non- 
political and national. 

The Satyagrah 

T he present satyagraha 
revives the normal Sikh 
tradition of non-violent 


peaceful resistence to tyranny 
and injustice as was prevalent 
in 1921, 1924-25 for liberation of 
gurudwaras from goondas 
under the British rule. In a way, 
it rejects the theory of 

justification for killers of 

innocent people in response to 
the injustice meted out to the 


Sikh community. The peaceful 
Satyagraha envisages suffering 
on the part of those demanding 
justice and determination never 
to bend to insolent might. Italso 
emphasises that In order to 
clamour for justice to Sikhs, the 
Sikhs will never Indulge In 
Injustice to others. After all. 


Sikhism emphasises the service 
of humanity and universality as 
enshrined in the Guru Granth 
Sahib, the perpetual guru of the 
Sikhs, As is well known, this 
holy scripture represents the 
truth and purity of all religions 
and the Saints, both Hindus and 
Muslims, from all over India, 
have been included therein. 
Besides Gurus, Kabirand other 
saints also speak loudly against 
injustice and resistence. I 
wonder whether we know that 
the commonest hymn recited 
on the martyrdom days of 
Sahibzadas is of Kabir: 

Soora so pehchaniye jo larre 
din ke het, 

Purza purza kat mare, kabhu na 
chhade khet.” 

I wish the Sikhs as well as 
non-SIkhs went Into the depths 
of this form of satyagraha with 
the full cooperation of all 
Indians which breaks new 
ground In the light of recent 
circumstances In which Punjab 
has found Itself. As a rule Sikhs 
have been and are non-vlolent 
both In terms of religious 
tolerance-1 would say Sikhism 
stresse.' complete catholicity 
and is totally against 
proselytliatlon-and methods of 
protest. This 30-day relayfast 
by 51 persons dally Is a positive 
Indication that the Sikhs do not 
favour the methods either of 
terrorism or of talking through 
the gun. Indeed they abhor 
State repression and vehe- 
mently condemn fake en- 
counters and killing or picking 
up of Innocent youngmen for 
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Sour Miik 

Ram Sarup Ankhi 


S tanding in front of the 
entrance, I called out. The 
dappled dog sitting in a 
hollow which it had dug for 
itself undpr the margosa, 
barked. 

The courtyard wall was 
shoulder high. Patches of 
plaster had peeled off at many 
places. At the plinth the bricks 
were bare. The wall, it 
appeared, had caved in and 
developed a hump. In the gate 
there was a window made of 
rough unhewn planks. Pushing 
my arm in through the window, I 
undid the inner latch and 
pushed the gate in. The dog got 
up from under the margosa and 
rushed at me. Hurriedly I shut 
the gate. With face upraised the 
dog went on barking. Taking 
Titoo in her arms Gurmeet 
beside me moved away a little. I 
again called loudly. Nobody 
responded. The dog, it seemed, 
was by now tired of barking and 
relaxing its tail, was moving 
towards the margosa. Moving 
close to me Gurmeet conveyed 
something through her eyes. 
Holding a goat by the ear Milkhi 
was coming towards us. Seeing 
us he smiled gently. I touched 
his feet. He accepted my 
greetings and shook hands with 
me. I cast a side glance at 
Gurmeet. She put Titoo down 
and holding her dupatta by its 
edge, bowed and touched 
Milkhi’s feet. The goat 
continued bleating. Milkhi 
pushed in the gate and then 
pushed the goat into the house. 

I too got in. Titoo who was 
holding his mother’s finger also 
came in. Milkhi took Titoo in his 
lap and putting his cheek to 
Titoo's, caressed him. The dog 
had stopped growling but still it 
occasionally stared at us with 
hostility. 

It was June and very hot. As 
the sun climbed the sky higher 
the earth would get heated 
more and more. Dust storms 
would blow. The winds would 
become so hot that it would 
appear as though they were 
blowing from out of a furnace. 

At sunset when the air had 
cooled down a bit, we had left 
the city. It was a five mile long 
unmetalled path but was good 
enough forcycling. I had seated 
Titoo on the frame bar and 
Gurmeet on the carrier and 
pedalled down to the village. 
But by the time ! reached the 
village crossing, the sweat and 
dirt had completely befuddled 
me and flagged my faculties. 

It was dusk, A blanket of 
brown haze covered the sky. 
Milkhi took the huge string cot 
from under the margosa and 
put it in the courtyard in front of 
the room. He brought another 
cot from the room. We sat 
down. He was staring at the 
uncovered face of Gurmeet and 
Gurmeet was staring at me. Asa 
matter of fact, having been 
brought up in a city and being a 
matriculate, she had been 
arguing with me on our way to 
the village that she would not 
touch the feet of my cousin. She 
would greet him with a ‘Sat Sri 
Akal.’ I would say, “My cousin is 
an old fashioned man. If you 
touch his feet he would be 


please and you will lose 
nothing.” She had touched his 
feet but against her wishes. 
Seeing Gurmeet with her 
uncovered face, Milkhi was 
perhaps peeved. He went in to 
fetch cold water from the 
pitcher. I asked Gurmeet to 
cover her face. She hesitated 
but when Milkhi came with a 
pail of water, she pulled her 
dupatta over her forehead. 
Handling me a tumbler of water 
he seated himself near me on 
the same cot and said, "This is 
how it should be. See how nice 
she looks!” I gulped a mouthful 
of water and laughed. Gurmeet 
turned her face aside. Titoo 
took the tumbler from me and 
started drinking the water. 

“Tea or lassi?” Milkhi said. 

“Neither is needed. We have 
taken water cold and sweet like 
lemonade.” I said. 

"No, you must have 
something. Wait a bit. Let me 
milk the goat.” Taking the pail 
he moved towards' the goat. He 
lifted a big basket. Two kids 
rushed towards the goat; they 
started licking and then sucking 
its teats. Hardly had a few drops 
gone down their gullets when 
Milkhi wrenched the kids away 
from the goat. Holding them by 
their necks he pushed them 
under the basket once again. 
He washed the teats with water 
from the pail and started 
milking the goat. 

Gurmeet smiled. “Ever taken 
goat's milk?” I asked her. 

She made a wry face. 

“Do you know Gandhi used to 
take goat's milk? It contains all 
the vitamins. There is in it the 
vitality of all the thirty six types 
of food and the essence of all 
the herbs that grow in the 
forest,” I said. 


“Alright, drink down the 
whole bucketful.” She laughed 
and polled the edge of her 
dupatta up to her nose. 

He brought from inside an 
earthen put containing sugar. 
He undid the string tied round 
the neck of the pot, took three 
handfuls of sugar from it and 
put it into a brass pan and 
having poured four to five 
tumblers of water into it, he 
started mising the surgar with a 
ladle. After mixing half a 
tumbler of milk into the pan he 
brought the pan to us. Titoo 
took half a tumbler and said, “It 
is sour.” Gurmeet took one 
tumbler and said, “No more for 
me.” 

“It could not have tasted well 
without ice. Isn’t, Gurmeet?" 
said Milkhi and laughed. I too 
laughed. I took one tumbler. 
Half of the pan was still filled 
with milk. 

“Like sparrows you have just 
dipped your beaks. Take some 
more.” He filled a glass and 
offered it to Gurmeet. She did 
not even stretch her hand. At 
last I took the tumbler and tried 
to put it to the lips of Titoo. He 
withdrew. Somwhow I drank 
the whole tumbler. Milkhi drank 
the rest. He removed the 
tumbler and the pan. 

“We won’t get any vegetables 
here, brother. I shogid get 
washed moong dal. It will cook 
soon” he said. 

“It is alright.” said I. “Where is 
the mortar and pestle? Please 
give salt and chillies. We will 
grind the cordiments ready for 
use the time you come back.” 

“You take rest. I will do the 
cooking. You are guests.. 
Should I make you work for 
me?” 

“With such a beautiful woman 
in the house why should you 
work? How nice she will look 
baking chapatis here.” I 
laughed. 

Speechless, he stood there. I 
felt he had gulped bitter saliva 
down his throat. He said, “She 
will cooik for me today but who 
will do the cooking tomorrow?” 


"She will cook tomorrow as 
well. Keep herfor a month or so 
if . you so desire. I have no 
objection.” 

I laughed loudly. Gurmeet 
moved her dupatta a litle and 
cast angry glances at me. 

“Brother, which woman will 
stay here in these conditions?” 
His words were tinged with 
sorrow. He brought the mortar 
and pestle and placed them 
near the hearth on a platform. 

“Ask him if the chillies are 
vary bitter,” Gurmeet said as 
she broke the stem of a chilly, 
two chapatis into four pieces 
and was about to come to me 
with the tray when he 
remembered something. He 
handed over the tray to 
Gurmeet and said, “Put the 
bowls near the fire. Wrap up the 
chapati. I just forgot to serve 
drink to my brother." Hurriedly, 
he went into the room and came 
out with a dirty bottle of home 
brewed liquor and put it under 
my cot. He brought water in a 
pail, gave me a glass tumbler 
and said, “Brother take, a gulp 
of this bitter beverage." 

“No, brother, there is no need 
for this. It is so very hot. Let us 
take food only. No drink please” 

“No, little brother, heat kills 
heat. We won't take much. Just 
two light refreshing pegs.” 

We started drinking. 

“Mother, Father is bad.” Titoo 
was telling Gurmeet. 

Just one pag each and we 
were dead drunk. Milkhi heaved 
a sigh and said, “Little brother, 
what is a house without a 
woman! Nothing avails without 
a woman." 

“Brother. You think of woman 
at such a ripe age! You should 
have made some arrangement 
earlier. Never mind, a man can 
bring a woman home any time 
he wishes.” 

“But brother mine, she 
should be a decent one.” 

“By decent you mean a 
woman whom you have married 
in a solemn ceremony,” I said. 

“What else? This is what I say. 

I can buy a woman any time. But 


one who has not been faithful 
earlier, how can she be faithful 
to me?” 

“No, brother, a woman may 
be bad natured and also of 
doubtful character but if a man 
loves her and gives her warmth 
and affection, she will never 
desert him.” • 

"Enough to eat, good clothes 
tb wear and a loving man in 
attendance. What else is love? 
But these purchased women, 
the ill begotten ones, leave 
without a hint and disappear 
ihto thin air." 

"Ever bought a woman of this 
type?” 

“Why should I have brought 
home such a woman? But such 
things are frequently heard.” 

“She Rande’s son Kare had 
brought home such a waman? 
But siich things are frequently 
heard.” 

“She Kande's son Kare had 
brought home such a woman. 
She lived with him for just two 
months. It appeared as if she, 
the illegitimate one, belonged 
to this place. But when she left 
nobody could even guess 
where she had gone. and with 
whom.” 

“Brother, should I bring one 
for you?" 

“God forbid, I am fine without' 
such a one.” 

“Any harm if we buy a decent 
one?" 

“If decent, there is no harm.” 

“She will be a decent woman 
and will do the entire household 
work. She has a son and a 
daughter. Speak up if you 
would have her.” 

“Well, what use is a woman to 
me now? I am alright without a 
woman.” 

He filled another peg. After 
gulping it down he said, 
“Gurmeet Kaur, bring the food. 
Put some more ghee in thedal." 

Both of us ate the food. Titoo 
had already eaten and was lying 
asleep on my cot. Mikhi had put 
another cot near mine. He 
brought druggets, bed sheets, 
pillows from the front room. I 
put the sleeping Titoo into my 
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lap. Milkhi made all the three 
beds. After taking food, 
Gurmeet started cleaning the 
utensils. Milkhi said, “No, 
Gurmeet Kaur, please lie down 
and take rest. I shall clean the 
utensils myself.” When she did 
not agree, he lay down on his 
bed. We went on talking while 
Gurmeet cleaned the utensils. 

The sky was still hazy. Only a 
few stars could be seen. But a 
breeze had started blowing. 
The breeze was not exactly 
cool, but it did soothe. After 
talking a while we were silent. 
Then we fell asleep. At dawn I 
felt that Milkhi had been tossing 
in the bed the whole night. 

It was still dark when i 
Gurmeet got up and prepared 
tea. After washing my face and 
hands, I took tea in a glass. 
Gurmeet also took her tea. We 
made Titoo drink tea when he 
was still sleepy. Though sour, 
the tea tasted well. But we could 
take only a little of it. I puton my 
troursers, placed the turban on 
my head and checked the air in 
the tyres of my cycle. 

“Little brother, why are you 
getting ready? Let us go out to 
the fields and ease ourselves. 
Take your bath. Have breakfast. 
You can go afterwards.” 

“No, brother, it will get very 
hot as the sun climbs. We will 
take lunch at home and, also 
have our bath there." 

“Don’t be in such a hurry, O 
you big officer. It won't get that 
hot) after all." 

“There is no particular reason 
for being in a hurry. It is better 
to travel when it is cool. We will 
ease ourselves on the way if 
necessary.” 

He laughed loudly, wrapped 
the scarf round his head, tied 
his beard in a knot and filled a 
pail from the hand pump. 
Taking me by the arm he said, 
“Let's go to the fielfs.” 

I 

When we returned, I was in a 
hurry once again. He filled a 
bucket with water and ordered 
me to take a bath. He said to 
''urmeet, “Put the tea pot on the 
..re again. I will milk the goat. 
Make strong tea. You did not 
enjoy your tea in the morning.” 

He accompanied us some 
distance to see us off. On the 
way Titoo complained of 
pressure in his bowels. 
Gurmeet helped him to ease 
himself and took him to a near 
by well to wash his hands and 
bottom. Milkhi stood silently 
near me. I too kept quiet. 
Gurmeet was coming towards 
us with Titoo in herarms. Milkhi 
moved his kops gently, “You 
have a talk about that matter. 
Maybe it will materalize.” 

“Which matter?” I was 
startled. 

“The one about which you 
talked last night... the woman 
with a son and a daughter.” 

For a moment I thought, and 
then said, “I shall find out and 
write to you." 

“Why bother about a letter. I 
shall come down myself. Just 
send a message.” 

Gurmeet had come closer. I 
touched Milkhi’s feet. He 
accepted my greetings and 
shook hands with me. Gurmeet 
too touched his feet. Milkhi 
caressed Titoo's cheeks and 
kissed him. We set out on our 
journey. After a while I looked 
back. Milkhi was walking back 
to the village but as he walked, 
he would look back at us time 
and again. 


Mode 

B hai Vir Singh puts himself 
in the tradition of ‘Bhats’, 
Bhai Gurdas and Bhai 
Nand Lai. Thus, he assigns to 
himself the task of 'sifat, salah’, 
i.e. singing of the blessings of 
the gurus. As such, his 
perception is conditioned by 
the fundamental ethos of 
Gurbani: 

"Balihari Kudrat Vasya 
Tera ant na jayee lakhya” 
(The rights and sounds of 
nature all are uinbued with Your 
infinite glory) 
and 

"Mil Mere Pritma Jeeyo 
Maun Tudh Bin Khari 
Nimani” 

(I cravefor you, my dear great 
lord! without thee I am truly 
helpless) 

Two Poles 

H is poetry, therefore, 
havers between the two 
poles of ‘sanjog’ and 
‘vijog’-union and separation. 
The moments of union are rare 
and leave him all a-quiver. The 
periods of seperation are long, 
but there is always hope. This is 
best expressed in ‘turiayee 
Chanda’ (a four line stanza with 
rhyme-scheme of Persion 
rubaee-a a b a-but a different 
pause-and-emphasis pattern) 
which becomes the ‘goste’ of 
Bhai Vir Singh. Its short span is 
well suited to the poet's 
expression of faith that is 
asserted at the end after a brief 
moment of fear and crisis— 
question-encountered in the 
first two lines, the being the 
beginning of the resolution. 
Question-answer format is 
often used by Bhai Vir Singh 
even in his longer poems which 
also conclude with the 
inevitable moral-an act of faith. 

It is minor religious poetry- 
minor because the religious 
experience is a received one. It 
Is not something that results 
from the personal mystie 
perception of the poet. It Is a 
kind of conscious dedication 
that we can associate with 
missionary assignment. Hence, 
the abundance of assertive and 
oprative statements inthe 
poetry of Bhai Vir Singh. 
Humility, self-sacrifice, total 
surrender to the higher will, 
deep feeling rather than clear 
thought, and absolute faith in 
the ultimate good are the moral 
sentiments that constitute the 
substance of the apostrophic 
poetic articulation of Bhai Vir 
Singh. 

The Voice 

M ore often than not, Bhai 
Vir Singh speaks in 
'female persona’. The 
voice that poignantly calls, or, 
quietly celebrates, is that of a 
woman. In this respect he 
partakes of a very deep-rooted 
poetic convention which drives 
from the modes of Punjabi folk 
poetry. Geographically, Punjab 
has been so located that its 
history has been one of 
uprootedness, in the wake of 
constant invasions. Men of this 
region have generally been 
away-earning, or fighting, or 
dying. Lonely woman and 


broken home have been basic 
to the social scheme here. The 
Punjabi woman had to carry the 
burden to living anguish. To 
come to terms with this intense 


agony, he had to articulate it, 
and generalize it. Thus, in 
Punjabi folk poetry we hear the 
yearning voice of a mother, a 
beloved, a wife, a daughter, a 
sister, and ^o on. 

The sufi poetry used this 
expressive convention to give 
their version of why so much 
suffering, and also to deliver 
their message of spiritual hope. 
The speaking woman in sufi 
poetry, however, is a beloved 
(mashuka) only. In Gurbani, 
this convention is more tightly 
used because the woman 
whose voice we hear there is 
wedded wife. 


Bhai Vir Singh too, uses the 
voice of a woman. This woman, 
however, is a thoroughly stable 
woman, who knows that 
whatever the vicissitudes now. 


she is bound to savours the joy 
of union uitimateiy. That wiil be 
the ineffabie moment of peace 
and sifence. The present is the 
moment of separation in which 
the presence is invoked, in 
vocation creates a poetice event 
which fiiis the void that 
otherwise obtains. 

Real Value 

B hai Vir Singh’s real value 
Inheres in the fact that he 
wrote so incessantly and 
so extensively at a time when 
Punjabi was almost out of 
vogue in so far as expression in 


Dr. B.S. Rattan 

written form was concerned. 
With his poetry we are once 
again put in live-contact with 
the short sparkling lyrical form 
of which the sufi poets were’ 


great masters, and which finds 
a natural responsive chid in the 
hearts of the common people 
steeped as they are in the song 
filled folk-core of Punjab. 

Never slipshod or slavenly, 
Bhai Vir Singh demonstrated 
the need of care and polish 
which are as important for 
literary expression (infact, 

more so when the conscious- 
written-discipline is beginning 
to carve itself) as original vision, 
or awareness of people in their 
social, historical, cultural 

cleanages and confrontatious. 
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South Rajasthan’s Drift 
Towards Poverty 


Bharat Dogra 


A n important aspect of 
life in the tribal belt 
of South Rajasthan is that 
there are a large number of 
villages— hundreds of them— 
which clearly exhibit the 
following two characteristics — 
Even though agriculture is 
by far the most important, 
often the only means of 
livelihood available in these 
villages, in the case of the 
ovenwhelming majority of 
farmers their fields can 
provide them food (they 
hardly grow any cash crops) 
for only about four months in 
a year, that too when the 
rains are adequate and 
timely (in recent years 
generally the rains have not 
behaved this way). So for 
nearly two-thirds of the year 
the majority of the people 
have to find-ways and means 
of survival— a few may get 
work on a big project in the 
area for some time but most 
others have to bring (steal) 
wood from forests to sell in 
the market, or they work as 
cheap, exploited workers in 
the fields and homes of the 
better-off villagers, or they 
have to migrate in search of 
work to distant places. This 
is the normal life, even when 
the rainfall is adecuate and 
timely. If the rain fails and 
even this meagre crop hs 
destroyed, the situation gets 
much worse. Even though all 
family members may toil 
very hard and incur grave 
risks in pursuing these 
‘survival strategies', yet 
undernutrition and malnutri- 
tion may be unavoidable 
over long periods. 

Secondly the elders and 
even middle-aged people 
recall that life was not always 
so bad and in their life-span 
they have seen much 
better days— three or 
four decades back or going 
back still further. The batter 
days are normally linked 
with the existence of a much 
better forest-cover which 
provided food, fodder, 
fertiliser, fibre, and wood, 
apart from conserving soil 
and water. 

The T ragedy 

T alking to the half-starved 
villagers of this area and 
the social workers active 
among them, these two aspects 
seemed to be the essence of the 
tragedy that life has been 
reduced 1o in most parts of this 
region. But there are also other 
important aspects which differ 
from village to village. The 
following three villages have 
been selected for a detailed 
recort in such a way that while 
all three exhibit the two basic 
features mentioned above they 
also reveal differences in other 
important aspects such as 
those relating to the causes of 
the destruction of forests and 
the extent of inequality in land 
and water distribution. In 
addition some other important 
problems of the area such as 
poor compensation for land 
acquisition etc. are also 


reflected in at least one or the 
other of these villages. 

Limboda village is located in 
Sodalpur Panchayat of 
Pipalkhunt block (Banswara 
district). Widespread, chronic 
undernutrition and malnutrition 
prevail here, but the causes of 
this cannot readily be found in 
any clearly visible factor such 
as land-inequalities, exploita- 
tive moneylending or destruc- 
tion of forests by contractors. 
To the extent that deforestation 
over the entire area has 
disrupted the rainfall pattern 
and caused other destructive 
changes in the area, or to the 
extent that the attitude of 
officials in the area as a whole is 
exploitative, the outside forces 
in general can be blamed for the 
village’s present day problems- 
but nothing specific to this 
village can be pointed out-no 
contractor has come here to fell 
the nearby forests and no 
landlord has come here to grab 
the villagers’ land. 

While large-scale commer- 
cial exploitation of forests 
involving contractors and 
Industrialists Is clearly a very 
Important factor In deforesta- 
tion In many areas, there are 
also villages like Limboda 
where forests have been 
destroyed even In the absence 
of such outside Interference. 

This is predominantly a 
village of small and marginal 
farmers with negligible access 
to irrigation facilities and with a 
few artisans). Farm yield is low, 
only about a quintal of grain per 
bigha is grown on one-crop 
land (One acre = 2.5 bighas 
approx.). There are also a few 
(their number is further 
dwindling) leather workers who 
say that the advant of plastic 
shoes has dealt a big blow to 
their work. 

But generally when village 
elders talk of better life till some 
decades back, it is with 
reference to the forest-cover. 
Some changes in the 
community life have apparently 
taken place, due to which it has 
not been possible to protect the 
forest. The villagers admit that 
now graduably things are 
coming to such a pass that even 
firewood will be difficult to 
obtain in a few years’ time if the 
present trends continue. Yet 
when I asked whether they have 
sat down to discuss how this 
can be prevented, at least the 
persons to whom I talked said 
that notsuch village level 
meeting has taken place. Thus 
clearly something has happened 
in recent years due to which 
community action even on the 
issue most vitally affecting the 
villagers is not forthcoming. 
Could it be that in relation to the 
new administrative and police 
network to which the village is 
being increasingly drawn 
closer, the community organi- 
sation appears to be so weak 
and ineffective that it has 
ceased to evoke the loyalty and 
participation earlier associated 
with it. 

Such an explanation appears 
likely in the context of the 
attitude of uncertainly reflected 


by vill?gers when development 
alter! which can point a 

way out of the existing hunger 
and malnutrition were discus- 
sed. Providing rest to the 
degraded forest land backed 
with some afforestation, and 
secondly utilisation of nearby 
river water for irrigation with the 
help of some lift scheme seen to 
be the most effective steps for 
improving life in this village, but 
no one seems to be sure how 
this is going to be done, not 
only with respect to getting the 
officials to implement the right 
kind of irrigation schemes, but 
even with respect to mobilizing 
the villagers themselves to take 
what action they can on their 
own to save trees and 
regenerate the forest area. 


Clear Cause 

H however, in Phophlibor 
village, located in Baba 
Ki Baar Panchayat of 
Sagwara block (Dungarpur 
district), the causes of 
deforestation are not at all 
complex or uncertain for the 
people. They clearly say that 
the forests were cut by 
contractors as a part of the 
resettlement work of Kadna 
dam evictees. With the 
destruction of these forests the 
people identify a big increase in 
their livelihood problems. 

The other big tragedy for this 
village was the submergence of 
nearly 90 bighas of good quality 
farm land for the creation of an 
artificial reservoir about three 
decades back. Since then the 
villagers have carried out 
prolonged negotiations for 
getting compensations for this 
land but despite several 
promises and expensive visits 
to officials this compensation 
has not yet been paid. This 
reservoir does not give any 
Irrigation benefits to this 
particular village, Instead It 
Isolates the village In the rainy 
season as the water spreads out 
over a wider area. 

Thus in very clear terms the 
people of Phophlibor village, 
specially the weaker sections, 
can easily identify outside 
forces as being responsible for 
their present day dismal living 
conditions by destroying both 
their farmland and their forests. 
A few high-caste, middle-level 
farmers also live in this village 
their land holdings are larger 
than that^the tribals and what 
is more, the chunk of the land 


owned by them isbetterquality, 
better irrigated land. The village 
has one quite rich family 
(originally they were barbers 
but as this family’s youths got 
jobs in Kuwait they became 
wealthy and built a citadel like 
structure in the village). Still, on 
the whole, the inequalities in 
the village are not very high. It is 
mainly a village of small and 
marginal farmers in whose 
perception deforestation and 
submergence of fertile land 
have been the main causes of 
their decline. 

Exploiter 

H owever, in Tambulia 
village located in Jasela 
Panchayat of Dungarpur 


district, the dominant reality is 
that of exploiter landlords- 
moneylenders who have 
cornered a very big share of the 
good quality agricultural land 
and almost the entire irrigated 
land available in the village. In a 
normal year the six big landlord 
families can produce grain 
comparable to production of 
almost the entire remaining 
village (consisting of about 300 
families) while in a serious 
drought-year, when the crops 
on unirrigated fields shrivel and 
dry, almost 90 per cent of the 
crop raised in the village is 
likely to belong to these half a 
dozen big landlords. 

In their various transactions 
with landiords-traders-money- 
lenders the weaker sections are 
fleeced in various ways. The 
seed they borrow from traders 
has to be returned at up to 100 
per cent interest when the 
harvest comes Loans are given 
at very high rates ranging 
between 2 to 10 per cent per 
month. Meagre possession 
such as silver ornaments once 
mortgaged are seldom returned. 
Several farm workers have been 
toiling in conditions of bondage 
or near bondage. 

This village too has suffered 
due to deforestation but here 
the dominent reality of 
exploitation and land-inequali- 
ties is such an apparent and 
basic cause of the poverty and 
hupger of the majority of 
people, that in people's 
perception deforestation as 
well as its complex causes get 
relatively lesser importance 
compared to the concrete, 
everyday reality of inequalities 
and exploitation. 


It cannot be said that a factor 
which we felt is likely to be 
important in Limboda village— 
a gradual decline and failing of 
the village community itself— 
has not been at work in villages 
like Phophlibarand Tambulia. It 
may be at work here also but it 
gets overshadowed by other, 
more apparent and perhaps 
also more important factors. 
But nevertheless it is important 
to keep in mind the several 
villages like Limboda where 
despite the absence of forest 
contractors and landlords cum- 
moneylenders people have 
reached a serious crisis 
situation. 

Some people may for their 
own reasons turn their eyes 
away from either the adverse 


Impact of some government 
projects (as seen In Phopllber) 
and the local explolte'<» (money 
lenders-tr> '^?rs-landlords). On 
the other hbt , s may point 
only to these factors or causes 
and Ignore the tragedy o' 
villages like Limboda whlcl,' 
have reached a sad state even In 
the absence of such factors. 
Both these pitfalls should be 
avoided If a realistic appraisal of 
the causes of decay and decline 
Is to be ‘made, and such an 
appraisal Is necessary tor any 
planning for alternative 
development strategy that can 
really check this decay and 
solve the basic problems of the 
people. 

Inequalities, exploitation and 
callous execution of develop- 
ment projects without any 
consideration for the people 
adversely affected by them — all 
these can be clearly seen in 
many villages. Building a new 
society will definitely mean 
rooting out these evils, but this 
by itself is not adequate for re- 
building, although it is 
necessary for it. 

Therefore it is necessary also 
to look beyond these evils at the 
more complex and less visible 
factors which may explain why 
community action for 
development work has declined 
and what can be done to revive 
it. No doubt these matters are 
quite often inter-related but this 
should not be taken to mean 
that the situation where the 
second factor dominates are 
ignored and the complex 
questions are left unanswered. 


(N.F.S. INDIA) 
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Book Review 

The Status of 
Women 


Women and Society in 
India, by Neera Desai and 
Maithreyi Krisharaj, 

Delhi, Ajanta Publica- 
tions, 1987, PP 404? Price 
Rs. 250 = 00 (Paperback 
Rs. 85) 

K eeping in view the 
emerging trend in 
woman’s study and need 
for useful literature Neera DeSai 
and Maithregi Krislinaraj have 
done a useful job in presenting 
a collection of essays on various 
aspects of women's question 
The book attempts to provide a 
basic text-book for students as 
well as for women's studies in 
general by presenting a 
comprehensive study of women 
and society in India with a 
■feminist perspective. 

The contributors including 
the authors and Malviha 
Karlekar and Usha Thabbar 
belong to different disciplines 
in Social Sciences including 
Sociology, Education, Political 
Science etc. Therefore, they 
explain the position of women 
through explanations into the 
historical, socio economic and 
politico-cultural factors at work 
in society and influences that 
religion, casteandadominantly 
Patriarchal form of family have 
exerted on the second sex. 
Much of the material present is 
empirical and focusses on 
women in general, and not 
exclusively the upper and 
middle sections of society, so 
as to highlight not only the 
differential impact on women of 
^social change but also the 
^Jifferentlal impact on different 
classes. 

In the introduction the editors 
refer to emerging discipline of 
women’s studies, tracing recent 
developments and emerging 
trends. They briefly refer to the 
three main approaches— Liberal 
Feminism', Radical Feminism 
and Socialist Feminism— which 
have been used for 
understanding women’s subor- 
dinate status and for evolving 
strategies to establish 
women’s equality. They feel 
that in the Indian context the 
dominant approach has been 
liberal feminist, when action 
has been organised taking the 
existing structures granted. 
Accordingly some of the 
concepts and ideas used by the 
radical feminists/socialist 
minist have to be critically used 
in India where conditions of 
poverty, unemployment, in- 
sufficient development prevail 
The authors are of the view that 
perspectives developed in the 
West are not absolutely relevant 
to Indian conditions. While one 
can broadly agree with this view 
one has to evaluate the role of 
ideology in dealing with the 
question in its proper 
perspective. 

Status of Women 

A n overview of the Status 
of Women in India 
delineates the normative 
structure of traditional Indian 


Society, Caste System, Position 
of Women during ' the pre- 
colonial Period, and during the 
Pre-independence period. It 
then evaluates the contemn 
porary position of Indian 
Women and the major policy 
measures -undertaken for social 
change and their relevance to 
women. 

The conclusion of this survey 
is that the policy measures 
including constitutional 

guarantees, economic deve- 
lopment and creation of a 
welfare state have affected 
women’s position signifcantly 
One very hopeful development 
according to authors here, is 
the emergence of women’s 
movement wherein women 
have started raising their voice 
against inequality, patriarchal 
values and inegalitarian social 
structure. 

The Chaper on economy 
depicts the interaction between 
patriarohal structure and the 
emergence and growth of 
industrial capitalism within a 
given international economic 
order. It suggests that the 
consequence appears to be' 
deterioration in women’s work 
status for the majority of 
women but new opportunities 
for middle class, loss of areas 
of autonomy for the family 
producers but some leeway for 
others such as the middle class. 
However, all classes of women 
experience oppression, though 
their forms vary. The 
interaction between patriarchal 
structures and the development 
process operates through 
sexual division of labour, 
occupation segregation and 
basic contradiction between 
women’s production and 
reproduction. 

Education 

T he Chapter on education 
discusses the grouth of 
women’s education in the 
socio-historical perspective. .It 
suggests that the historical 
roots of prejudice against 
women’s education, and later, 
against its expansion in non- 
traditional areas, lay in a basic 
conviction that there was 
something special about 
women’s nature which would 
be destroyed by excessive 
education. It also takes into 
account recent opportunities 
provided for women’s educa- 
tion and course contents and 
built in biases in them. The 
authors points “ENTERTAIN- 
MENT THROUGH GLOSSY 
MAGZINES, TELEVISION 
SERIALS AND THE CINEMA 
CELEBRATE THE SEXUAL 
DIVISION OF LABOUR. WHEN 
THE MEDIA IS USED FOR 
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES, 
FOR INSTANCE IN RADIO 
PROGRAMMES ON AGRI- 
CULTURE, THE ROLE OF 
WOMEN IS MORE OFTEN 
THAN NOT, NEGLECTED. 
THOUGH THERE ARE IN 
INCREASING NUMBER OF 
ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
APPEARING IN LEADING 
NEWSPAPERS ON ATRO- 
CITIES AGAINST WOMEN, 


HIGH FEMALE— INFANT 
MORTALITY RATES, DISCRI— 
NATION IN EMPLOYMENT 
AND SO ON, THERE HAVE TO 
COMPETE WITH A FANTASY 
WORLD WHICH TRANS- 
PORTS A WOMAN ONT A 
YACH, A SNOWY HILLSIDE 
OR A DISCOTHEQUE IN THE 
ARMS OF A HANDSOME 
YOUNGMAN WEARING THE 
LATEST IN MEN’S FASHIOMS, 
JUSTAPOSITION OFREALITY 
WITH EXCAPISM RESULTS 
MORE OFTEN THAN NOT IN 
OPTING TO DWELL ONLY ON 
THE LATTER. (Page 176) 

In the chapter on the family, 
the structure of the family and 
how women are placed within it 
is discussed. The chapter on 
health points that even health is 
not a neutral issue where 
access is merely one of 
resources. The need to develop 
individual rights and individual 
welfare under a democracy and 
a healthy working people for 
development are controverted 
by patriarchal structures that 
subordinate women-in the 
importance of a male child, the 
lack of reproductive freedom 
within marriage; the hierachy in 
claims to the resources of the 
family reduce women’s access 
to family planning and general 
health care, on the other hand 
State policies for population 
control target women. What 
could be liberating for women 
become new forms of 
oppression. 

Violence 

C hapter six discusses 
various forms of violence 
against women. It treats 
violence as an instrument of 
coercion used to maintain 
power. The chapter provides a 
lot of date from various states in 
India on different aspects of 
violence, dowry deaths, 
poronography etc. The author 
here points out that violence 
against women has been 
increasing but such violence 
has existed for centuries and 
has never been questioned but 
has been accepted as part of the 
patriarchal structure. Only 
recently has some conscious- 
ness emerged among women, 
that this state of affairs is unjust. 
The instruments of law and 
order and the various minions 
of justice still dismiss theseacts 
of cruelty lightly. 

The last chapter depicts the 
various action strategies for 
change, whose impact has been 
both positive and negative. The 
bokk also makes a small survey 
of literature which has emerged 
from 1960s onwards. In 
addition it also provided 
information for bibliographic 
and date sources along with a 
detailed bibliographic refer- 
ences. All this is very useful 
information tor students and 
researchers. In sum the book 
makes a very useful study of an 
emerging and fast developing 
field of study. The authors have 
taken special pains to link the 
theoretical aspects with the 
prevailing reality and thereby 
stress the need to take women’s 
issues seriously. This is 
important on the part of policy 
makers as well as the women 
themseivs Kawal. 

Another salient feature of this 
satyagraha is that it seeks no 
benefits either for its organisers 
or for the Sikhs in terms of 
political or social advancement. 
The demands on which the 


Satyagraha is based are more 
or less on the illegality on which 
the Central Government 
functions. I wonder whether the 
public knows that 375 
youngmen rot in Jodhpur jail 
without trial and are suffering 
from indignities and tortures 
heaped on them. 

And I wonder again whether 
the public realises that even 
after the mockery that Justice 
MIshra of the MIshra 
Commission made of Judiciary 
and the whitewash Job that he 
did for the Congress (I) 
goondas, the Central 
Government Is not willing to 
pursue the small points made In 
the reports. The panels set up 
on the basis of Commission 
report have been ineffective and 
even when the Jaln-Banerjee 
Committee has recommended 
prosectlon of SaJJan Kumar, the 
Government has been doing 
everything not to take action. 

And now, the Courts have 
issued and injunction to the 
Committee not to recommend 
prosecution and to the 
Government not to prosecute 
persons recommended by the 
panels. This would further 
infuriate the persons 
concerned and also further 
alienate the Sikhs who would be 
even more assured that they 
cannot get justice from the 
rulers. But this satyagraha Is an 
effort to put the protesters on an 
even keel for always and to 
remind them that the present 
rulers can be unjust or plainly 
incompetent but the rulers will 
change. And while we 
vehemently protest against 
Injustice, we remember that It Is 
not the protest againt our 
country. 

The Support 

I t is now for the civilised 
people of this country to 
appreciate and understand 


that the way the Central 
Government and the Media 
showed every Sikh as an 
extremist or terrorist was not 
only wrong but positively 
harmful to the peaceful 
relationship among different 
groups. And the Government 
which professed to be leader of 
non-violence, through 
draconian laws and lawless 
repression, has been violating 
human rights. Again a 
government signatory of 
Human Rights Convenion and 
to U.N. Charter has been 
denying civil rights to its own 
citizens even when they 
are guaranteed by our own 
Constitution. 

This satyagraha is receiving 
wholesome support from Sikhs 
and non-Sikhs. Shri V.P. Singh, 
Shri Thakur Das Bang, and Shri 
N. Saikia and Shri M. Saikia, 
Shri Reddy, Shri Verma (all 
M.Ps) Shri Kashi Ram of 
Bahujan Samaj and various 
eminent people have come and 
supported our demands. I 
wonder, of course, whether the 
Central Government, now 
lulled into sleep by the lust and 
lure for power at all costs, will 
wake up, but I am quite clear 
that the people of this country 
will definitely not tolerate the 
injustices done to Sikhs. For 
our countrymen know that 
criminality not punished is 
bound to be repeated against 
other groups and they also 
realise that rule of law ignored 
in respect of Sikhs today can be 
ignored in respect of other 
groups. What is in peril today is 
not the dignified and peaceful 
living only of Sikhs but of the 
Nation which looks up on its 
rulers as the trustees of the- 
country and not as partisan 
rulers riding rough shod over 
citizens. 

A.S. Narang 
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Mrs. Bhagvant Kaur wife of Lt. GeneralJ. S. Arora (retd. ) leading a Batch 


Young girls join Ardas before sitting on the fast 



favour of ruling party is now 
there for everyone to see. With 
hind sight it can be firmly stated 
that invasion of the Golden 
Temple was a political blunder 
and nationaldisaster, Khalistan, 
I believe, is still a non-issue but 
when I met Bhindranwale and 
Longowal in 1983, it was much 
more remote than it is today. 
And if anyone is directly 
responsible for bringing the 
clamour into more noisy 
decibles, it is the Operation 
Bluestat and later the Operation 
Woodrose. However, almost 
every administrator of a district 
and every policeman of note 
certifies that not more than 2% 
of Sikhs may be in favour of 
Khalistan. 

But the meanness and 
callous Indifference of the 
Centre towards the two Issues 
on which this satyagraha has 
been started are directly 
reponsible for more alienation 
among the Sikhs. Paradoxically 
reponsible for more alienation 
among the Sikhs. Paradoxically 
this non-violent satyagraha 
with almost a national 
consensus brings the Sikhs 
back into the national 
mainstream whereas the so- 
cailed advocated of national 
unity practising falsehood 
under the label of Satyamev 


detenus and punishment for 
Nov 84 criminals, if only to 
strengthen their hands in 
fighting the psychological 
battle. 

The tragedy today is that the 
Centrai Government in its 
divide-and-rule poiicy has 
succeeded in destroving every 
moderate opinion in the fear 
that success of moderation 
might resuit in unity among the 
Sikhs which wouid be 
anathema to the Centre. 
Aganist the noises of settlement 
of the Punjab problem, the 
Centre has by its acts of 
commission and omission, 
succeded in isolating the 
moderates and strengthening 
the militants. The Sikh sangat 
through the present satyagraha 
has, on the one hand, frcwrrad 
upon the violence of any 
kind, particularly the killing of 
innocent people, and, on the 
other hand, set up new avenues 
for legitimate, peaceful and 
non-violent protest on the basis 


Bhagwant Singh Dllawari 
extorting money or filling up 
statistical charts. If individual or 
group terrorism is dangerous, 
so is state terrorism and this 
peaceful effort on the part of an 
important section of oursociety 
is a renewal of our 
determination to isolate violent 
or terrorist menace against 
innocent citizens. 

Lack of Statemanship 

C entral Government's lack 
of statesmanship be- 
sides political mischief in 


A child Satyagrahi 
of human rights' violation. 
Again, this satyagraha atonce 
exposes the double-talk in 
which the Centre deals and the 
basic dishonesty which it 
practises. 


Jayate have, through police 
excesses and clumsy handling 
of the Punjab issue, have done 
everything to alienate all Sikhs, 
more so the Sikh youth. 

I wonder whether the Central 
Government is deaf, naive or 
foolish. Even in terms of their 
own policy of elimination of 
terrorism, it is important that 
the sense of justice must prevail 
among the Sikhs in general The 
highest police officers in the 
State including Riberiro plead 
for the release of Joghp 


Jathedar Giani Charan Singh leading a Jalha 


Litre, and ml anqer, is cowntcuded. finger cuiises 
strife and destrncluni. One should respond to anget 
in others with lore and kiiuhness. 'That wag he will 
turn awag the anger of others. CJnlg fools gire wag 
to anger. 


Sh. Shanti Pandey Socialist leader fasted for 72 hours. 
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recommendations to launch 
proceedings against Sajjan 
Kumar. Since the government 
has not taken the initiative so far 
it probably never will. The 
others will not be tried at all,” 
said a Nagrik Ekta Manch 
volunteer. 

These doubts in the minds of 
civil liberties activists and riot 
victims who at one time were 
clamouring for justice, reflect a 
dangerous development. 
According to political 
observers, people are losing 
faith in the country’s judiciary 
and the process of natural 
justice. This is all the more 
reason for the committee to 
probe its findings honestly, 
they felt. 

According to a civil liberties 


activist, fewer people filed their 
affidavits before the Jain- 
Banerjee committee, because 
of the general belief that it was a 
futile exercise. Secondly, the 
three-year delay buried the 
evidence. Further people were 
unwilling to relive the trauma, 
witnessed in the post 1984 
phase, and rake ;old wounds by 
testifying before the present 
committee, said an activist 
affiliated to the Citizens Justice 
Committee. The Citizens 
Justice Committee walked out 
of the Mishra Commission. 

Why the Jain-Banerjee 
committee has recommended 
proceedings only against 
Sajjan Kumar despite affidavits 
filed before it mentioning other 
Congress (I) leaders like H.K.L. 
Bhagat, Jagdish Tytler, Dharam 
Das Shastri remains a mystery. 


Many theories are making 
rounds in the capital, none of 
these convincing. 

Most theories are based on 
the assumption that the 
committee is amenable to 
political arm-twisting by the 
• ruling party. Quite a few people 
believe that Sajjan Kumar was 
made a scapegoat because he 
was no longer an MP and was 
therefore expendable. 

BLITZ Delhi Bureau writes 


In November three years ago, 
emaciated Anwar Kaur, then 
living in the sprawling 
Sultanpuri slum, had lost 
everything husband, kids and 
whatever property the small 
business family had. 
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Culprits 


ironically, it is November 
again and a faint ray of hope has 
been rekindled in the poor 
widow's world. After a long 
wait, which seemed like 
eternity, the Delhi police have 
taken her word about her 
marauders of that night 
seriously to launch prosecution 
against the then Congress (I) 
MP from Outer Delhi, Sajjan 
Kumar, and others. 

Eye witness evidence 

The Mishra Commission's 
observation that “a number of 
grave offences were committed 
during the riots and It Is 
necessary that the allegations 
should be properly looked Into 
and .Investigations suitably 
monitored” led to the 
appointment of the Bannerjee- 
Jaln Committee. 

Among the “grave offences", 
the committee has now 
observed, was the manner in 
which influential people with 
political clout "instigated’ the 
Hindu backlash against a 
particular community Sajjan 
Kumar was one of the three or 
four leading ruling party 
activists who has allegedly 
played a nefarious role during 
the November 84 riots. Two of 
them, Arjun Dass and Lalit 
Maken, were subsequently 
done to death by terrorists, 
ostensibly because of their 
alleged involvement in the riots 

Anwar Kaur's evidence, 
contained in an affidavit filed on 
July 15 this year, says that "On 
1.11.84, a mob led by Sajjan 
Kumar, MP, Nathu Pradhan 
Gupta of oil depot, Udal, Sis 
Ram Halwai and others 
proceeded towards our house 
and instigated killing, burning 
of Sikhs and Sikh houses. My 
husband was dragged out and 
pierced with a sharp-edged 
weapon In his stomach and 
burnt after having kerosene and 
petrol poured on him. Our 
house, too. was burnt.” 

The affidavit also records the 
fact that the widow tried, but in 
vain, to get her complaint 
lodged inthe Sultanpuri police 
station. Instead she was given a 
piece of paper which only 
mentioned the physical and 
economic loss suffered by the 
family and no more. 

To her immense credit, 
Anwar Kaur did not lose hope 
even against such tremendous 
odds. She had to move to Tilak 
Vihar, the impromptu refugee 
camp for the riot victims, from 
where she continued to wage a 
heroic battle for justice, a task 
facillitated somewhat by the 
newly created All-India Sikh 
Conference (AISC). 

Police Swayed by 
Instigators 

Once the Bannerjee-Jain 


(Continued irom page 16) 

Committee was set up, the 
AISC played a crucial role in 
acting as the conduit between it 
and riot victims. Most victims 
had to be almost literally forced 
to record their plight, so cynical 
they had become of 
commissions of enquiry and 
such like. 

It is reliably learnt the 
committee has come to the 
conclusion that there were 
many instances when, either 
due to political clout or muscle- 
power of alleged instigators, 
the Delhi police failed to act on 
the complaints filled by riot 
victims in various police 
stations In fact, the specific 
brief for the committee had 
ordained that it will “examine 
whether there were cases of 
omission to register or properly 
monitor the Investigations 
thereof”. 

Although the police have 
finally been forced to take 
action, that has not been 
without its piquant tinge. 
Basing himself on the premise 
that the Delhi police are 
themselves the "accused” and 
their role during the November 
riots was being investigated by 
another committee. Police 
Commissioner Ved Marwah 
was clearly reluctant to move 
before details of the Bannerjee- 
Jain Committee were splasher 
in The Times of /nd/a forcing his 
hand. 

Many misdeeds of 
Sajjan 

Manwah was quoted as 
having said that even though he 
would now get the case against 
Sajjan Kumar registered, he 
would, at the same time not 
allow any charge-sheet to be 
filed till he tool up the matter 
with the Delhi administra*'on. 
Towards the end of the week 
the CP was understood to have 
done precisely that. 

As for Sajjan Kumar, his 
whereabouts were a matter of 
much speculation th oughout 
the week, as he has reportedly 
"gone out of station”. This is, of 
course, not the first time that 
the mercurial ex MP finds 
himself on the mat. Right from 
the time of hisentry into politics 
as one of ‘Sanjay’s men’, 
controversy has chased him 
throughout especially during 
the Emergency.There have 
been periodic outcries against 
his alleged use of “muscle 
power" In the Bhatti Mlnesarea, 
on the outskirts of south Delhi. 

Along with Sajjan Kumar, 
another former MP, whose 
allegedly dubious role made the 
Congress leadership deny them 
a ticket to the present Lok 
Sabha, is Dharm Das Shastri, 
He was also accused of having 
"pressured” the Delhi police not 
to register cases against the 
rioters. 


Please remember to renew your subscription in 
time and help us continue despatching the Forum 
Gazette undistrupted. Also inform us of your 
friends who might be interested in subscribing. 
We would be happy to send them sample copies. 
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November 1984 Cathes 


up with Culprits 


G.S. Sandhu 


T he press has been aglow 
with sfories relating to the 
punishment of the guilty 
of 1984 carnage. The reasons 
for this redoubled demand for 
the punishment of the guilty of 
November 1984 carnage were 
different in inspiration but they 
all converge into one common 
demand: Punish the Guilty. 

It begins with the insistent 
demand of The Sikh Forum, 
Delhi to punish the guilty of 
fascist genocide of the Sikh 
community after the assassina- 
tion of Smt. Indira Gandhi on 
October 31, 1984. The carnage 
needs no recounting. The 
subsequent development 
exposed the culprits so 
throughly that for any civilised 
government the only course of 
action was to proceed with the 
prosecution of the guilty men of 
1984. But the government of 
India chose otherwise i.e. to 
shelter the guilty and drag feet 
on prosecution of the men 
indicted by the official as well as 
non-official investigations. The 
findings of PUCL and PUDR 
published in the booklet ‘Who 
Are the Guilty' wei;e the first to 
nail the culprits. ' The first 
identification of the culprits was 
confirmed. These two 
investigations were follwed by a 
more authoritative investiga- 
tion by a group of concerned 
citizens. This report was 
published under the name 
‘Delhi 31 October to 4 
November 1984‘. Report of the 
Citizens Commission. The team 
of investigators consisted of the 
following: 


JUSTICE S.M. Former Chief 
SIKRI Justice of India 

SHRI BADAR— Former Common- 
UD — DIN wealth Secretary 

TYABJI and Vice- chancellor 


Aligarh Muslim 
University 


SHRI 

Former 

RAJESHWAR 

Foreign Secretary, 

DAYAL 

Visiting 

Fellow, 

Oxford University 

SHRI GOVIND 

Fomier Governor 

NARAIN 

of Karnataka 
and Home and 
Defence 
Secretary 

SHRI T.C.A. 

Former Home 

SRINIVAS— 

VARADAN 

Secretary 


The Commission commenced its 
work on Monday, 26 November 
1984, 

Then followed the commis- 
sion of inquiry headed by 
Justice Ranganath Mishra. 
Inspite of white washing efforts 
Mishra Commission did not 
repudiate the finindings of the 
earlier report. The Mishra 
Commission consituted two 
followup committes for the 
fixation of guilt in more juridical 
terms and proceed with the 
prosecution of the culprits. Cne 
of these committees. The Jain 
Bannerji committee ordered the 
prosecution of Sajjan Kumar 
ex-MP and secretary of Delhi 
Pradesh Cong (I). This order 
caused a wild flutter among 
dove cots till the suspects 
sought interm reprieve through 
an interim stay order of the 
Delhi High Court against the 
orders of Jain-Bannerji 
committee 



The Stories 

hree stories related to 
these developments 
deserve attention of the 
readers. One published in 
Sunday Observer dated 15 
November 1987, the second 
published in Blitz weekly of 
Bombay dated 21 November 
1987, and third in a Hindi 
weekly of Delhi named Chauthi 
Duniya. 

The Stories tell their own 
story of the impact they made. 
We bring to our readers "a 
selection frorfi the three stories. 


NEERAJ MAHAJAN of 
Sunday observer writes 

C AN the Jain-Banerjee 
committee’s indictment 
of Congress (I) Delhi unit 
general secretary and former 
MP Sajjan Kumar alone be 
taken as justice for 5,000 people 
killed in Delhi during 

November’ 84? 

Sajjan Kumar’s indictmentfor 
instigating the murderous 
mobs has come at a time when 
the people has almost given up 
hope for any justice and has 
evoked varied response. 


Some believe that even an 
official confirmation about the 
involvement of an important 
Congress (I) functionary like 
Sajjan Kumar is a significant 
development and may well be 
the first hesitant steps towards 
justice. 

in contrast, a majority, of 
people believe that "justice has 
not only been delayed but 
eventually may also be denied." 
"Three weeks have passed 
since the Jain Banerjee 
committee submitted its 
Continued on page 15 
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